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Hello Everyone!

This is my first message to you as your
new President. | must say that this ad-
venture certainly has been jam -packed
since | took office on May 1, but | think

we have everything under control. We
have a wonderful group of members, and |
am looking forward to working with every-
one over the next two years. | welcome
any comments you have about how to make
the African Violet Council of Florida bet-
ter despecially regarding membership &
and urge you to contact me with your
ideas at caroleeviolets@gmail.com.

As you may already know by now,
despite a few setbacks, we will have a
show in October! Thad and | have agreed
to be Show Co-Chairs for this event, and
we have been very busy catching up on
what needs to be done in order to set the
stage for the Show Committee Chairs to
begin their assignments. Our heartfelt
thanks to everyone who, on very short
notice, has agreed to accept a show com-
mittee responsibility.

The show is scheduled for Octo-
ber 2 -3 at the Imperial Swan Hotel and
Suites, 4141 South Florida Avenue, Lake-
just off
itds really easy to
you, Lakeland friends, for again being the
local hosts for AVCF. Please take a look
at this issue of the Connection for all the

|l and. I tds

details you need to know concerning

AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA
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Affiliated with AVSAS January 1978

Letter

awards, judges/clerks, hotel reservations,

me a l reservations,

This year, the Schedule is being
sent as an attachment to the Connection
rather than mailed to everyone. And, it will
be posted on our website in the event you
lose your copy. The cost of printing and
mailing the schedule has been saved as well
as a few branches of a tree! For each af-
filiate and for those without computer ac-
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cess, you will receive your copy by mail as Minutes of the Spring Meeting 2-3
in the past. The Schedule has been ap-
proved by AVSA, so on with the Show! Co-Chair Show Message 4

The title of the shewsiukersdGn Rep
Upon a Timedé (Fables, | Fantasies, Fairy
Tales, Rhymes and Fab Jslllegtﬁugtlonvsrog'lo‘wgrgss ) . %
designers are going to have a field day with ARIREE
this one because Bob Green has created Preliminary Show Timetable 6
some wonderful design categories. So, :
designers, put on your creative caps! S ITEEE 7-8

Plant Sales Chair Message

Our website is continually evolving.
Wedre planning a numb eAfilatgShows ncl usi on$
hopefully will spark interest among not only
members but prospective members as well.

Growing and Hybrldlzmg 10
I'f you have any suggestions at yo
like to see there, please let us know. Linda Kohlerias by Thad Scaggs
Schwambach has done a great job of get-
ting the website off the ground. African Violet Society of 11
he Pol k Parkway, so America News
t t h EIJPRY growing jp gveryonqdyring,
the summer & and my best wishes to all for Shows and Sales 12
producing beautiful exhibits and designs at Affiliate Information
our 27th Annual Convention and Show!
Carolee

Our

t hat
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President, Thad Scaggs opened the meeting at 11:20 a.m.
The Spring meeting was held in Lakeland, FL

There were thirty -one members present, representing nine
Affiliates.

Bob Green gave the invocation and President Scaggs led us
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

President Scaggs recognized Charter member, Bob Green.
Mr. Green stated that there are five Charter members
listed in our directory but that Lucille Chester and he are
the only ones that are active.

Past Presidents in attendance were acknowledged; Shirley
Berger, Bob Green, Joanne Martinez, Phyllis King and
Lynne Wilson.

There were no changes to the Minutes that were printed in
the last Newsletter. The Minutes were approved as printed.

When President Scaggs inquired at the beginning of April,
he was told that AVCF had thirty -one members and seven
affiliates. He suggested that we need to alter the way we
request membership renewals. He asked whether Individ-
ual Members and Affiliates receive a reminder that their
dues were not paid. We were told that reminders were sent
in April. A renewal form is sent with the December news-
letter, but seems to get forgotten with the hustle of the
Holidays.

First Vice President
port

- Carolee Carter, had nothing to re-

Second Vice President - Veronika Seibert gave the report
for Elvie Blakely saying that membership is down, both in
Individual Members and Affiliates. She reported renewals
from ten Affiliates and fifty -six members.

Recording Secretary
report

- Therese Lynam, had nothing to

Corresponding Secretary - Martha Spyridon sent three
cards. She asked that members send her good news as well

as the sad news so that she can send congratulations.

Treasurer - Mary Jane DiLorenzo gave the report for Christel
Collier. Total assets, as of April 30, 2010 were $12,334.65. In-
come for the month was $630.00 and expenses was $843.69.

By -laws , Bob Green submitted proposed changes to the group

to add an item to the Council s Ob]
of a website as well as add the Webmaster as a Standing Com-

mittee, and add a requirement that the Newsletter Editor elec-

tronically send The Florida Connection to the Webmaster. Mr.

Green mentioned a description of the duties of the Webmaster

was added. All Amendments to the Bylaws were approved

Historian - Mary Jane DiLorenzo announced that the scrap-
book was available for all to look at. She asked that members
email pictures for her to add to the book.

Judges - Joanne Martinez said she would like to have a Judges
school in August. After discussion, it was decided to have a
Judges school at the Dixie Convention in March, 2011. Carolee
Carter mentioned that a judge can get an extension from Bill
Foster at AVSA for their certificate if needed.

Newsletter - Peggy Madison would like to encourage more

people to write articles about plants and to share knowledge,

because a memberds own experience:
ers. She also requested that members send pictures of your Af-

filiate Show.

Parliamentary - Bob Green - had nothing to report.

Council Show in October - President Scaggs announced that the
Convention Chairman is Christel Collier. However, we are still

|l ooking for a Show Chairman and suq
have a volunteer for this position,
Show. He added that most items can be handled by phone and

email until a couple of days before the Show. It was suggested

that the Show Chair be split between two or three people or that

the Executive Board share the duties. Incoming President

Carolee Carter will take on the responsibility and report back to

the group by email.

Bob Green passed out
Upon A Ti med.

Show Schedul e:

AVSA - Lynne Wilson announced that AVSA has a lot of new

items availabl e: cookbooks, cal end:

Page2
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to Spectacul aro based on a pr og tumeadovento the £onvertiamManual Comanittek ( Mary
0Growing African Violet Tr ail er BdenWaran,Thristel Badllier & CdPalee Caeter). TheAdlldw- o f
these are available on the AVSA website. She announced ing have been added:

that Floyd Lawson would like a list of your top twenty  -five

iolet Two new Chair description responsibilities; Hospitality and
violets.

Silent Auction

Christel Collier rewrote the Entries and Classification proce-
Website - President Scaggs said that out new website will dures to streamline the process.
have ongoing chahges because when the Webmaster set up Instructions_for Clerks have been added to the Judges and
the website, she worked by laStCIE(rl?s%heeqs directory and he

have been a number of changes since that publication..
Judges comment sheet has been added.

. . Publicity still needs input from Affiliate areas.
He also mentioned that if any member has a change to be

made, they should be sent to the President and he/she will A layout of a typical showroom and sales room was added.
forward it to the Webmaster. A property inventory sheet.

Dixie - Bob Green - stated that the recent Convention in Ath- Plant Sales Chair and Committee duties - After much discus-
ens, Georgia was a success. T 0 8ion &rd Acedecisi¥iR Mad®, Byhsetwilsomoved Bat 4
with Raspberry Sizzle and many other awards. Lynne Wil- Committee be appointed by Thad Scaggs and Carolee Carter
son won Best Dixie Collection, Best AVSA Semi -miniature to enhance the duties. The motion was seconded by Phyllis
Collection, Best Fantasy, Best Dixie Class. Mary Lou King and carried.

Harden won Sweepstakes in Horticulture, Grand Sweep-

stakes, 2nd Best Design, and Best Gesneriad.
Unfinished business - After discussion, President Scaggs
announced that if you have not been sent a user name and

Bob Gree_n was el_ected President and Lynne Wilson was password and have paid your dues, please email Carolee
elected Vice President. Pat Hancock taught the Judges Carter and she will let the Webmaster know to send you the
school. An invitation was extended to AVSA that Dixie will information.

host the 2014 Convention in Birmingham, Alabama. Mr.
Green also announced that he is initiating a number of

changes to the DAVS Bylaws: Any Affiliate who is a member Bob Green made a motion that we disburse twenty -five each
of Dixie, that encourages five members a year to join Dixie to Best African Violet, Horticultural Sweepstakes, Best De-

will receive one hundred dollars; any member who exhibits sign and Design Sweepstakes. Lynne Wilson seconded mo-
five or more plants will get half the registration fee back; and tion. Motion carried.

an Exhibitor with the best Dixie plant will receive one hun-

dred dollars.

Election of Officers - Lynne Wilson, Chair of the Nominating
Committee reported the following slate of officers who have
Mr. Green announced that the Dixie Convention will be accepted:
March 16 - 19, 2011 in Ocala. Marjorie Hendon is Conven-
tion Chair and Laura Perdomo is Show Chair. He listed a
number of items requiring attention or volunteers: Laura Thad Scaggs, 1st Vice President
Perdomo agreed to make o0goodie El\ﬂegB%Qeiy,ZMWiEePY’éEideﬁt need dona-
tions; we will need someone to handle table favors, someone
to take charge of the silent auction, and someone for public-
ity. The theme will-aCmemati x i e & Fher®se Byham, Réevldiag Secretary
Journeyo. Carolee Carter volunt

Carolee Carter, President

Christel Collier, Treasurer

ﬁ/lgrtﬁaesgyridtro% , élor?egp%Adiﬁg SgclrjeparlyI city.

Affiliate Awards - It was announced that if an Affiliate would
like an Affiliate award for Second Best African Violet at their
Show, they need to contact Christel Collier.

There were no nominations from the floor, therefore, the
slate is accepted.

Installation of Officers was given by Lynne Wilson.

. The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 PM.
Convention Manual - Carolee Carter stated that Mary Lou d )
Harden, Show Chair for AVCF 2009, received comments Therese Lynam

from all of the Committee Chairs and those comments were Recording Secretary

Volume 33, Issue 2 Page3



Co-Show Chair Message AVCE ~ TREASUREROS R
April 30, 2010
Bank Balance April 30, 2010............ 4034.65
Well, Carolee has had a very busy first 2 Editc_)r_'s Petty Cash.._ ........................... 300.00
weeks as President and Co-Show Chair. She's Certificate of Deposit .............ccveeeee. 8,000.00
been shooting emails out like bullets at the Total ASSELS ....oovveveeieeeieieciee e, $ 12,334.65
St. Valentines Day Massacre. It worked out
well; most everything has been taken care of
and pretty smoothly actually. My part as Co - Income
Chair is well underway. I've corresponded 51 memberships @ 10.00................ 510.00
with the schedule approver and just received 8 club memberships @15.00 ........... 120.00
word that our schedule has been approved. Total INCOMEe ....oooviiiiiiiiiieeieee, $630.00
Once again we need to thank the Lakeland ,
- - - Paid Out
group for stepping up, especially Christel
Collier. We have nothing to worry about the AVSA INSUFANCE....c.veeerrireeieiaeeiceeas $51.00
show will go on! Florida Connection ............cccceeeeveeee. 330.69
DAVS DUES ..ot 20.00
oot Avard ... 5000
Thad
Total paid out .........ccccvvnniiiiiiiiieeee, $843.69

The Certificate of Deposit for $8,000.00 at BB&T
Bank will mature on Nov. 11, 2010 and will have
earned $ 736.24

&
Submitted by Christel Collier Q’
AVCF Treasurer Nl
May 1, 2010 =

Vintage Violet Leaf

our friends

So, wouldndot it be a
Annual Meeting Breakfast on Sunday, October 37?

of vintage

t hem

&

several and bring
embers of our family alive!

We all know how important it is to preserve the vintage members of our African violet
family. | listened as Vintage Violets Committee Chair, Barbara Elkin, spoke about how many

ties (they must be at least 25 years old), make a note to either put down a leaf or two or bag up

Exchange

P OF

have disappeared fro ou (
great idea if we were |to ha
If you are growing any of our vintage varie-

to the convention t shar e

Carolee
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Silent Auction

Once again you are being asked
to search through your African
violet and gesneriad -related
treasures to find a worthy do-
nation to the Silent Auction.

This event has been a good pro-
vider of funds for the African
Violet Council of Florida, and |

dition and attractive enough to
get bids. Just as if you were
selling something on Ebayfi you
want people to rush to bid on
your item.

Of course, all the proceeds go
to the Council, but you would be
contributing to the fun and ex-

they have anything they would
like to donate.

Please drop a postcard with a
description of your donation to:

Peggy Madison
3013 La Mirage Drive
Lauderhill, FL 33319

would like to continue this tra- citement of the auction!

dition at our 2010 show.

OR email me at:

So look through your itemS, and moon”ghtpeg@yahoo_com

Donations should be in good con-  ask the members of your club if

Thanks in advance!

Council Awards for 2010

the new electric car and send
your check,
made out to

THE WE NEED YOUR
HELP PAGE

For the best show yet,we

need your help !

We need an early start now to
donate for designated awards.

AVCF to:

Allan Mink, Awards

Undesignated awards Chair

are also urged. Break open 430 East Dayton

the piggy bank. 321Circle
Fort Lauderdale , Florida

Drain the savings account. 33312

Wait another year for

TAKE THE CHALLENGE!
A Message from Bob Green

d e s icgmpetitoh in sashelass, sirce e . .
have increased the number of en- N your local shows, but I think this

tries in each is the first time for a council show.

cluded something new for most of | Will have an entry in each of the

youd mirror-image arrangements |n”terpre(;|ve_ classem | challenoglge

_ A all you designers to enter an

Several of the classes required (WO identical arrangements stage in | Wi
large arrangements. This?/ear thel N front and in peat me again. | will take reservg-g

tions by email or phone call u
classes, under tedramen e me o f f’oruntiISeyptemberEE. P
upon a TIiI me, O

a r'\e alsolhavé a ckass m pvhioh the

smaller, and are meant to be fun todesigns will be executed il 3 SRlbiles Laseit e
do, without taxing your creative  ham cans. | know some of you EMAIL: GJaBob@aol.com
juicesé. . but, vy davedonelhdm careawramngemeants

Last year ds
rather dramatic, and required
you designers to really exert
your imagination and artistic
abilities.

Volume 1, Issue 1 Page5






