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Presidentods Letter

Hello Violet Friends,

Thanks to everyone for electing me Presiimeet those of you | don't knowlhere
dent of our Florida African Violet Coun- are many differences between the

cil. 1 am very happy to be a part of our  Council and a local club, so | would like
Council Executive Board and hope | can to make the transition as smoothly as

meet the expectationsny office holds. possible. I'm really just getting my foot , :
- . ’ s
Best Unusual Container

I'd also like to thank all those who worked-n the door so | will be asking our past

so hard to make our spring luncheon a Sue_resments and other board members for Irish Elirt
cess. There were many people as usual help,you canbe sure. | always encour-

age comments and suggestions from Won by Luke Reyer
behind the scenes that found the location Fantasy AVS 2008 Show

and put it all together, those who brought everyone in my local club and I'd like

plant material and other goodies for the to invite the samérom the Council Inside this issue:
raffle, Jack Wilson who graciously membership. AVSA and DAVS 3
For mer Preside 3

stepped in as our audio supervisor and th&he greatest thing about African violet
The Judging School

unnamed but none the less appreciated. growersis their willingness to lend a

] . . Ocala Show Articles 4-5
Of course Mary Lou with her incompara- hand when and where it's needed.
. . . . . . Spring Meeting Minutes 6-
ble installation of officers and Nancy I learned at my very first African violet 7
Kast for a tremendous job bringing all of show, 1991's Dixie convention, how Executive Board Meeting 7
those wonderful cousins of our favorite  truly friendly and generous my fellow Summation
plant and the information she showered growers are.That is what draws all of Gesneriad News 8
. Membership 2008
upon us or drenched us with may Iiee us to our local clubs, then on to the lar- P
. . i i Affiliate Show Results 9-
moreappropriate phrase! She does know ger state, regional and national socie- 10
her gesneriads! ties. We love to meebther growers Who  ri,ancial Report 1
| know many of you, some for many W€ know will share their love of our fa- g Events, New club 12

Officers and New Members

years,some just a short time, and others i¥/°rte plant as well as their knowledge
,andwe can'tforget their never ending

not by name, by facel hope to get to

know those | only recognize better and generosity with plant material tooWe

Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1 that's $500 and 50 more people to meet and

make lasting friendships and memories along get to know, not to mention that some

the way as a specidionus mightbring plants to our fall shows for en-

tries or sales.Maybe half of those would

I'd like to keep my first message short until I've ,
P my g stay in the hotels, and attend the luncheons

become more familiar with the inside workings ) ,
and dinners that directly affect our costs.

of the Council. The first goal I've set for my- L .
We can get you applications if needed, I'm

self while in officds to increase our member- ) .
sure Elvie or Peg would be happy to email

ship, and | would like to ask for everyone's . .
or snail mail one, or you can always ask me.

help. The previous board worked very hard on
P previous W very As an added incentive, | will give $25 to the

the changes to the bylawand membership
club or person that gets the most new mem-

classes. Our membership has been dwindling . 0As an
bers into AVCF by October 1, 2008. incentive. |

over the past few years and increasing it will e
It's time for me to close now (not as short jug Will give $25 to

keep us from having to raise dues or, ,for exam- the club or per-

ple, requiring an entry fee for the fall show#. as | thought), I hope everyone will think

son that gets

would be wonderful to continue as we are, but 20Ut my previous paragraph and help in- the most new

crease our membership. members into
AVCEF by Octo-
ber 1, 20

with costs rising and participation in cost re-
lated functions dipping weéhave beerlosing Now I'm ready to hear about ounewest
money. We can only lose money for so many affiliate, the African Violet Club of Ocala's

years before ourCouncil has nothing in the upcoming conventionlt sounds like it is the
treasury to help us out and that is something|  place to be the first week of October! Be-
don't believe any of us would like to sides sending a huge Thank You! to
seehappen. Carolee, Mary Lou and Laura for coordi-

nating the Convention and Show, | must
thank Bob Green for the theme "Over the

| keep a folder full of AVCF member-

ship/renewal applications with me at our club

meetings or anywhere I'm going to be that's Rainbow" and his design schedule which is

plant related. | would like to ask everyone to the most creative and ingenious retelling of

invite someone to become a new member or Dorothy's adventures in OZ in my mem-

remind an oldnember to renew at every affili- ory. Itis sure to be a crowd pleaser so let's

ate club meeting or any other appropriate get those plantsgrowing and designs cre-

gathering orfunction. If we could get jusbne ated.
new member at half our affiliate club's meetings Come follow the yellow brick road with me
each month that would be almost 100 new or to Ocala in October,

renewed members & year! Thad

I know that sounds like a lofty goal, butritay

be attainable if we try. We're not going to get

any new members if we don't put forth some Deadline for Articles for the Next Issue:

effort. If we only got 50 new members in a year February 20
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AVSA

The AVSA National Convention will be
over by the time you read this. Just a
few of the Council members are going to
Tulsa this year. Registration has been
much lower this year. Increases in gas
prices and the cost of plane tickets
make it hard for some of us to travel
very far. | am looking forward to going
to the convention to see what is new
this year. | will be taking pictures and
will post them on our club website when
| get back home.

Collier)

Phyllis King

I Tom Greers Kentucky Maiden won Best in Show at  Dixie's 2008 "The Magic
| City" convention. Tom also won 2nd Best in Show with Rob’s Red Rooster. The
| Best in Design winner was Betty Ferguson. Bob Green won 2nd Best in Design
and Sweepstakes in Design with 7 blue ribbons. | was not able to go but | heard

it was a great show!

Thereis a rumor that the next Dixie show will be in Chattanooga, Tennes-
see from May 13 -16, 2009. | love that town! There are so many things to see

and do! When the dates and location have been finalized, | will let you know.

Bob Green is our First Vice President.
I In the last issue of The Dixie News, Tom Greer wrote a very interesting article
| on how he grows his violets. | hope you check it out.

| Dixie has a new president, Darlene Davis.

: Phyllis King

The Judging School
Part Il

I 8dm embarrassed. | omitted
our Jan/Mar issue of The Floridg, Connection. Rita
Fitzsimmons also successfully completed the judging school
and recently won her required blue ribbons. She is now ready,
as are our other new student judges, to accept judging re-
quests from our affiliate clubs. Please wish Rita the best in her
future as an AVSA judge.

one

Jack Wilson

.th
(Photo courtesy of Chrlste?

From Your Former President

To all our Council members, affiliate
clubs and affiliate members, | offer
my thanks for your participation and
support of our association during
the past two years while | served as
the Council president. In particular |
would like to thank the officers and
committee chairs who have contrib-
uted their time, energy and wisdom.

Shirley with a new friend W0 major features of our organiza-
on her recent trip to Chifign have received attention within

past two years that warrant com-
mendation. Mary Lou Harden com-
pleted an extensive updating of our
Council Bylaws, expending many
hours to this task. Our Convention
Manual also underwent major revi-
sion and updating, spearheaded by
Charlene Boses and compiled by
Carolee Carter. The revision was
built upon earlier work by Jo Anne
Martinez, Carol Schreck and Jean
Marie Ross, along with other con-
tributors. It is hoped that the Man-
ual will become a truly functional
tool, as it defines specific responsi-
bilities for the various chairpersons
producing our fall shows.

A word of thanks and praise is of-
fered to our Florida Connection Edi-
tor, Peggy Madison, who produces
an outstanding newsletter.

As we look to the future, we must be
aware of the need to boost our
Council membership and participa-
tion in our shows. We need your
exhibit plants and designs, as well
as your sales plants. We need YOU!
Letds work hard t
active and valuable to each member.

Letds keep gr owi ntg

stfarthd our VR ¥ Afredn Yidtk€. N

Shirley Berger
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A POT OF GOLD AWAITS YOU!

Mary Lou Harden, Show Co-Chair

OOVER THE RAI NBOWO6 is a great theme for this ye

bow and especially so when thereds a secondary
at the rainbowds end is said to have originated
that the pot of gold can be found at the Hilton Ocala during the weekend of October 3 -5, 2008!

Youdl | be receiving the show schedule with thisg

have done an outstanding job writing the schedule. With 69 classes in Horticulture, every Council
member should find several classes to enter. Some growers have a knack for growing large plants.
Others enjoy growing the miniatures and still others like to grow trailers. And there are 8 classes

in Section IX, Gesneriads, for those who enjoy hanging out with the cousins.

Anyone with even a speck of curiosity about design will find their interest piqued and their crea-

tivity challenged by all of the wonderful class titles in the Design Division. There are five classes

for NOVICES ONLY. Remember that the only way to learn how to do something is to DO IT! You
wondt be good at anything unless you try. Wat ¢
nis star. Same thing can be applied to learning how to create a design  dyou learn by DOING! So
dondt be afraid to try something new.

My co-chair, Laura Perdomo, and | have been encouraged by the great show of support of all those
members who are serving as committee chairs. I
all of you for your willingness to help.

I hope all of you will support the Council by (1) registering for the convention, (2) staying a couple
of nights at the Ocala Hilton Hotel, (3) signing up for the dinner and breakfast, (4) entering

plants and designs in the show, (5) donating an award, (6) bringing outstanding, blooming sale
plants, and (6) helping whenever and wherever you can with the show.

Please note that our show will close at 3 p.m. on Sunday, October 5. This will give us suffi-
cient time to break down the show, gather our belongings, and arrive home before the wee hours

of Monday. I look forward to seeing all of you as together we search for that POT OF GOLD in
Ocala!

ards sh
rai nbow
somewh

i ssue

hing so

t takes
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