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 Dear Violet Friends,  

Itõs the most busy time of the year where viole-

teers are concerned, the time for our spring 

shows.  Putting on an African violet show is 

hard work!  It is not just the physical labor of 

table arrangements and plant placement.  Itõs 

the  preparation ðpublicity , securing judges, 

design development, nurturing  our plants to 

their full bloom potential.  

We sometimes encounter problems or experi-

ence disappointments as when our òperfect 

plantó does not bloom  sufficiently or  we break 

off a leaf en route to the show. But oh the joy 

we feel when the show comes together and the 

judging is completed; ribbons accent  the ta-

bles; unexpected special awards are given,; the 

AVSA Standard Show Achievement 

Award is bestowed! The cooperative efforts 

and contributions of our fellow club members 

heighten our respect for and appreciation of 

them. 

 The camaraderie engendered by the show 

unites us and stimulates us to grow more and 

better plants in time for the next show. 

A key component of our shows is the team of 

AVSA accredited judges.  Our  thanks goes 

to Jack Wilson for his recently conducted 

Judges School.  His skillful teaching brought 

us ten new student judges.  Letõs be sure to 

include them in our showsõ judging teams so 

they can gain experience. 

Our thanks goes also to the First Lakeland 

African Violet Society for hosting the 

Judges School, securing a site and provid-

ing a delicious lunch. 

Letõs start now preparing our plants and 

designs for our fall show, to be held  Octo-

ber 4th and 5th in Ocala. The delightful 

show theme òOver the   Rainbow,ó selected 

by Bob Green, should stimulate many de-

sign ideas. Carolee  Carter, our Conven-

tion Chairman, has secured the Ocala Hil-

ton Hotel.  Mary Lou Harden and Laura 

Perdomo, Show Co-Chairmen, will be seek-

ing assistance from you; help where you can. 

Letõs continue our efforts to increase the 

Council membership;  encourage your affili-

ate  club members to join the Council, so 

they can exhibit show plants and also place 

plants in the sales area. We need the reve-

nue, both from membership dues and from 

plant sales, to combat the rising costs of 

convention sites. 

See you at our spring meeting in Sebring 

April 5th.  Remember to bring your 

raffle items. 

 

Shirley  

Nancy Kast with  

Buckeye Country Girl  

Best in Show Tampa AVS  

Feb. 23, 2008 


