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Presidentõs Letter 

Peggy Madison, Editor 

3013 La Mirage Drive, Lauderhill, FL 33319  Email: moonlighpeg@yahoo.com 

AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA 

Affiliated with AVSAðJanuary 1978 

 Dear Violet Friends,  

Itõs the most busy time of the year where viole-

teers are concerned, the time for our spring 

shows.  Putting on an African violet show is 

hard work!  It is not just the physical labor of 

table arrangements and plant placement.  Itõs 

the  preparation ðpublicity , securing judges, 

design development, nurturing  our plants to 

their full bloom potential.  

We sometimes encounter problems or experi-

ence disappointments as when our òperfect 

plantó does not bloom  sufficiently or  we break 

off a leaf en route to the show. But oh the joy 

we feel when the show comes together and the 

judging is completed; ribbons accent  the ta-

bles; unexpected special awards are given,; the 

AVSA Standard Show Achievement 

Award is bestowed! The cooperative efforts 

and contributions of our fellow club members 

heighten our respect for and appreciation of 

them. 

 The camaraderie engendered by the show 

unites us and stimulates us to grow more and 

better plants in time for the next show. 

A key component of our shows is the team of 

AVSA accredited judges.  Our  thanks goes 

to Jack Wilson for his recently conducted 

Judges School.  His skillful teaching brought 

us ten new student judges.  Letõs be sure to 

include them in our showsõ judging teams so 

they can gain experience. 

Our thanks goes also to the First Lakeland 

African Violet Society for hosting the 

Judges School, securing a site and provid-

ing a delicious lunch. 

Letõs start now preparing our plants and 

designs for our fall show, to be held  Octo-

ber 4th and 5th in Ocala. The delightful 

show theme òOver the   Rainbow,ó selected 

by Bob Green, should stimulate many de-

sign ideas. Carolee  Carter, our Conven-

tion Chairman, has secured the Ocala Hil-

ton Hotel.  Mary Lou Harden and Laura 

Perdomo, Show Co-Chairmen, will be seek-

ing assistance from you; help where you can. 

Letõs continue our efforts to increase the 

Council membership;  encourage your affili-

ate  club members to join the Council, so 

they can exhibit show plants and also place 

plants in the sales area. We need the reve-

nue, both from membership dues and from 

plant sales, to combat the rising costs of 

convention sites. 

See you at our spring meeting in Sebring 

April 5th.  Remember to bring your 

raffle items. 

 

Shirley  

Nancy Kast with  

Buckeye Country Girl  

Best in Show Tampa AVS  

Feb. 23, 2008 
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AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA  

Spring Meeting  

Saturday, April 5, 2008  

 

At Homerõs Original Smorgasbord 

1000 Sebring Square  

10 AM to 2 PM  

 

Our speaker will be Nancy Kast, who will discuss  

Growing and Showing Gesneriads  

 

Price per person will be $9.50  

This includes coffee/tea/soda starting at 9 AM and  

a buffet lunch  

Tax and tip are included in this price  

 

Reservations must be made by March 31  

 

Mail checks made out to the African Violet Council of Florida  

To our Treasurer Christel Collier  

1203 Greenview Dr  

Lakeland, FL 33805 -4715 

 

Directions:  

Follow US -27 to the Sebring Parkway:  

From the South, 6.0 miles beyond the Welcome to Sebring sign  

From the North, 1.1 miles beyond the Welcome to Sebring  sign  

Walgreen, Blockbusters, Advanced Auto Parts, & Exit Realty are on the corner  

At the stoplight, turn East.   

Go one block to the stoplight.  Turn right  

 

Deadline for Articles for Next Issue  

May 20  
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African Violet Council of Florida  

Financial Report  

Submitted by Christel Collier  

4-1-07 through 11 -20-07 

 

 Show Report 
 

Total sales ééé.$ 2,436.50 

Paid to members    - 1,340.03 

                                   =======  

Profit éééé..é...1,096.47 

Show Expensesé. ð 1,874.58 

                                   =======  

Loss on the showé$ (-778.11)  

 

Show Expenses 
 

Show Rooms Rental    428.00  

Missing Meals              176.00  

Award Ribbons            161.44  

 Show Schedule            441.29  

Postage-Awards             26.49  

Other (Focal Point,  

Table covering,  

 Decorations, Entries)  197.36  

Calendars                     444.00  (they all sold!)  

                                      ====== 

 Show Expenses       $ 1,874.58 

Print/mail FC ð July             $ 296.22  

Print/mail FC ð Oct                  124.81 

Print Yearbooks                        229.01  

Mail yearbooks     8.75 Other paid out  

Register a Judging School    $  15.00  

Dues to AVSA                            35.00  

Show Award to AVCF             100.00  

Show Award to AVSA               50.00  

Show Award to DAVS               50.00  

AVSA Booster Fund                  50.00  

 

 

 

The Bank Balance as of Nov. 20, 2007 is : $ 3,173.91 

 

The Council owns a CD in the amount of $7,601.12, which on 

6-2-07 has earned $ 546.34.It was renewed on that date for 17 

months and at the end of that period will earn $438.77  

 

 

 

 

  

Comments from the Treasurer : 

 

This yearõs show did not produce enough funds to pay for itself, al-

though expenses were held to a very minimum.  The reason is the 

lack of council membersõ participation in the convention, the meals, 

and not bringing enough plants for the sales room, which provides 

most of the income to the Council. The show rooms rental is based 

on the number of meals served at the various functions. Our quota 

was 50 dinners for the Awards Banquet and 30 for the Business 

meeting & breakfast. The attendance fell short; we had 32 for din-

ner and 19 for breakfast.  

We were charged with the 11 missing breakfasts and could have 

been charged for the missing dinners as well. The hotel graciously 

didnõt do that. 

These facts clearly show that the success of future shows is deter-

mined by much better attendance by our members and growing lots 

of plants to stock the sales room!!  

 

 

Submitted by Christel Collier  

AVCF Treasurer  

 

Nominating Committee Report  

 

The nominating committee presents the fol-

lowing members as nominees for AVCF 2008 -

2010 officers:  

President -                  Thad Scaggs  

1st Vice President -     Carolee Carter  

2nd Vice President ð   Elvie Blakely  

Recording Secretary ð Therese Lynam                         

Corresponding  

Secretary  -                  Martha Spyridon  

                                            

Treasurer  -                   Christel Collier  

 

Submitted by Jean Marie Ross  

Nominating Chair  
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In case you havenõt heard the news, the 

newly formed affiliate, African Violet Club 

of Ocala, has òvolunteeredó to be your host 

for the African Violet Council of Floridaõs 

annual convention and show on October 4th 

and 5th.  Why is òvolunteeró in quotes,  you 

say?  Well, itõs because most of our members 

have never seen a show before, let alone 

participated in one!  But, weõre 40 strong, 

and most of us are stepping up to the plate 

with optimism, peppered with a tad bit of 

trepidation.  We will be looking for help 

from everyone as we continue on this jour-

ney. 

 

The Council is always looking for new venues 

for its shows each year.  However, in todayõs 

economy, itõs not easy to find a hotel that 

will fit our budget.  Since the Council voted 

to have its first -ever show in Ocala, we set 

out to find the best deal in town.  We found 

it in the Ocala Hilton.  

 

It doesnõt come without strings, however.  If 

we want a facility that provides us with 

enough space for a showroom, commercial 

sales, entries, meetings, banquets, as well as 

have its own excellent restaurant, then we 

must face the reality of deposits and guar-

antees.   Other amenities at the Ocala Hil-

ton include a pool and whirlpool, state -of -

the -art exercise room, tennis courts and 

horseshoe pits ð not that we will have time 

for all of this!  Directly behind the hotel is a 

paddock, and carriage rides are available.  

The Board is betting, with fingers crossed, 

that all of you will step up to the plate to 

reserve your room and attend the functions 

Ocala ð Unchartered Show Territory!  

Carolee Carter, Convention Chair  

we will be announcing later on this year.  

 

The theme of our show is òOver the Rainbow,ó 

and I think that you are all going to be won-

derfully surprised and pleased.  Bob Green 

worked very hard (as always) on enticing us 

with some very creative design categories, 

and show chairs Mary Lou Harden and Laura 

Perdomo will be putting their heads together 

to ensure a spectacular show for you to par-

ticipate in and enjoy.  

 

Along with the showõs various commitments, 

Ocala gives us a lot of other entertainment 

possibilities for you to partake ð a visit to a 

horse farm, the Appleton Museum, a peek at 

one of Floridaõs oldest attractions (Silver 

Springs State Park), a stroll through beauti-

ful Shalom Park and itõs labryinth path.  Or, if 

youõre into shopping, a new mall has just 

opened its doors ð MarketPlace of Ocala.  

Within five minutes of the hotel are wonder-

ful restaurants for you to partake on days 

where AVCF have no planned meal functions, 

including Sky ð an Asian fusion cuisine, Mimiõs 

Café, Bonefish Grill and all of the regulars.  

 

The Next Florida Connection issue will give 

you more information about booking your 

room at the Ocala Hilton.  We have a negoti-

ated room rate of single/double -  $109; triple 

$119; quad -  $129.  

 

The African Violet Club of Ocala is excited 

about your visit!  

The theme of our 

show is òOver the 

Rainbow,ó and I 

think that you 

are all going to 

be wonderfully 

surprised and 

pleased 
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The African Violet Council of Florida now has ten new 

AVSA student judges. They completed the AVSA judging 

school held on January 5th in Lakeland and passed a 

written exam and individually point scored two African 

violet plants to become new AVSA African violet judges. 

Our new judges are: Aurika Ashcroft, Leesa Guimond, 

Anna Horvath, Pamela Lund, Laura Perdoma, Lukas 

Reyer, Sally Scaggs, Thad Scaggs, Linda Schwambach 

and Carol Williams.  

 

Judgeõs Chairpersons, please ask these new judges to 

help judge your shows. We are very fortunate to have a 

large judging community within our Florida affiliates. Ex-

perience gained in judging will keep our shows at a high 

quality.  

 

In addition to our new student judges, Kelly Ates, Shirley 

Berger, Christel Collier, Mary Jane DiLorenzo, Eryth 

Hendershot, Wilhelmine Menish and Lynne Wilson all 

renewed their judgeõs certificates. 

 

The Lakeland group hosted us and provided drinks and 

goodies for the class. We really appreciated their hospi-

tality and help. Christel Collier did her usual terrific job 

of finding the meeting place and planning the meal 

break.  

Submitted by Jack Wilson, Judging School teacher  

The Judging School  

 

It is time for registration for the coming AVSA National convention that will be 

held on May 25 - June 1, 2008 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.   The theme of this 62nd con-

vention is òGetYour Kicks on Route 66.ó  If you need a roommate or you have 

room to share for one more please let me know and we will try to fine a member 

from Florida for you.   Your registration is due by April 8, 2008 but the sooner 

the better.  

 I am looking forward to the convention this year.   There are some great tours 

scheduled. Our own Mollie Howell is a tour guide.   It would be a good time to see 

Tulsa.  I have never been there so it will be a treat for all of us.  

 You may be thinking about judging school, or even judging the show. Or do a 

design; sign up deadline is March 15, 2008. This year there is something new on 

the registration under merchandise. The new Growing for Show book revised, 

and òYou can grow African Violetsó by Kent and Joyce Stork. You can also order 

your 2009 Calendars and Convention Tee Shirts.   éé.Phyllis King 

 

The Dixie African Vio-

let Society annual show 

and Convention ñMagic 

Cityò is just 2 weeks away 

on March 12 -15, 2008 in 

Birmingham, Alabama. If 

you did not plan on going 

to the convention, think 

about coming and seeing 

the show. They have won-

derful designers and 

some very good growers. 

                 Phyllis King 

 


