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Hello Violet Friends,  

I know the African violet shows are all well under 

way;  some clubs may even be planning for next 

year already. The weather is finally making it feel 

more like show season as well. With all the hard 

work we put into our shows, warm weather is much 

more welcoming to visitors for better sales, and 

makes the hard work getting ready easier 

and move faster. It's all worth it either way when 

the tearing down and clean up is complete 

and awards are received. 

 We would like to have a judges school before our 

fall show. I asked about having a judge's school 

last year and received no interest. We then ended 

up with judges whose certificates had expired. 

Please check your cards and let  our Judges 

chair, JoAnne Martinez know if you'd be inter-

ested in a judge's school this year. I'm sure there 

are several of you who could use a renewal or just 

a refresher course. It's been two years and even 

though our bylaws call for a judge's school on odd 

years we were thrown off due to illness. We will 

get back to odd years soon enough, but if we 

need one during an even year there's no rule 

against it and we do need one. 

 Please excuse the delay in our website, we have 

had some unforeseen problems. Do not worry we 

will have it up and running soon. Our Webmaster, 

Linda Schwambach has had some health prob-

lems but she is hard at it now. Her standards are 

high so I'm sure we will all be happy with the end 

result. We will have the normal information of 

what we're all about, some of our history, show 

information, affiliates, pictures and officers, etc. 

We will have a password protected area for our 

directory, bylaws and any other information that 

the executive board deems members only. I just 

ask for a little patience while we get the look we 

want put together. 

 It's also time to get our show and sales plants 

growing for this year's fall show. It will be held in 

Lakeland at the Imperial Swan Hotel and 

Suites. I think everyone will be very happy with 

this hotel, the show room, meals and sleeping 

rooms look very well suited to us. We have to 

thank many of the First Lakeland club members, 

especially Christel Collier for all the hard work 

they do. We should all know the way to Lake-

land by now, if not we will by the end of this year! 

 It's been a busy two years for me, but I've 

learned a lot, also met and worked with a won-

derful group of people. I look forward to seeing 

many of you at the Holiday Inn Lakeland 

South, May 1st for our luncheon and meeting. 

Remember those raffle items, the sale of tickets 

goes to a good cause, our treasury. We all 

have African violets, other gesneriads or related 

items that someone else will want. 

 See you in Lakeland! 

Thad  

Best Lyons/Sorano  

òLyonõs June Bugó 

Won by Christel Collier  

First Lakeland AVS 2010 Show  
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AVCF Spring Meeting  

At the Holiday Inn Hotel South, Lakeland  

Peppermill Restaurant  

3405 S. Florida Ave, Lakeland, FL  33803  

Saturday, May 1st at  11 AM  

Our Spring Meeting with its luncheon is not to be missed .  This year Jay 

Sespico will give a program on the violet species.  A reservation form is  

 included with this newsletter.  Be sure and get your checks to Christel Collier 

by April 26th!  


