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AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA 

Affiliated with AVSAðJanuary 1978 

Hi Friends,   

 I hope everyone is doing well and your 

plants and design preparations are work-

ing out for you. It's just about that 

time, less than a month away until our an-

nual show and convention.  

It's a time when many of us who see each 

other only once or twice a year are able to 

get together again. There are many peo-

ple I'm looking forward to seeing as I'm 

sure most of you are too.    

I hate to say I did not have one request for 

a judges school. Our bylaws call for one 

every odd numbered year. Of course our 

last one was 2008 because it was post-

poned from the 2007 convention. Surely 

we will have new people wanting to become 

judges soon and students moving up to 

advanced. Maybe it will work back to odd 

numbered years after this one. We always 

need new judges since nearly all of our 

shows fall in February and March. I know 

some judges were very busy this year.  

  I had a very enjoyable year for the most 

part judging shows and meeting clubs 

where I gave a few presentations. We do 

have some great affiliates and their mem-

bers! My visits were made a real pleas-

ure by all the members. Now I have even 

more friends to touch bases and talk 

plants with!   

 I can't close without thanking Veronika 

Seibert and Mary Lou Harden.  Mary 

Lou  wrote to the Orlando area Cham-

ber of Commerce giving them details of 

what we need for our fall convention and 

asked for hotels fitting the description. 

Veronika checked many of them out and 

narrowed the field down with extra infor-

mation on many. She has already put a 

lot of work in for an upcoming conven-

tion, maybe next years? If you would 

like the convention to be held closer to 

your area this would be a great service 

to help your cause.  

Things are looking good and hopefully 

more will follow.   

One last thing. - I want to thank all the 

members who sent cards and emails to 

me while I was ill.   These were greatly 

appreciated. 

 See you soon!  

Thad  

òROMANCING THE VIOLETó 
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SHOW NEWS  

òREADY FOR ROMANCE?ó 

Mary Lou Harden, Show Chair  

Are you ready for some romance in your life?  If so, Tampa is the place to be during the 

first weekend in October!  I promise that you will absolutely fall in love . . . with violets!  

If youõre planning to enter the Horticulture Division, no doubt you  have been giving spe-

cial attention to growing and grooming those plants you plan to enter in the show.  Several 

weeks before show, most of us extend the number of light hours our plants receive.  And 

we make sure the plants are well fed.  Show plants need constant attention --  grooming, 

including removal of any suckers or distorted and damaged leaves, rearranging leaves and 

washing the leaves and removing any bits of perlite or Styrofoam beads.   

Itõs a good idea to prepare boxes ahead of time so youõre not rushing around at the last 

moment trying to figure out how to safely pack the plants for the trip to Tampa.  Also, be 

sure to complete an Exhibitorõs List of Entries ð in pencil ð and bring it with you to the 

show entries station.  

How about the Design Division?  Have you made reservations for a design or 

two ð or maybe more?   Take a look at all the class titles ð they should cap-

ture your imagination and your òdesigner genesó should move into action.   

If youõre new to the Council, I hope 

youõll accept the challenge and pre-

pare to have some entries in the 

show.  The best way to learn is by 

DOING.  Those who have been AVCF 

members for quite a few years can 

attest that we have a terrific time 

at convention.  Weõre really a big 

family.  

So make your 

hotel and meal 

reservations, 

and get ready 

for a weekend 

of romance in 

Tampa! 
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AVCF 2008 Officers and Standing  

2009 

Committee Chairs  

President ñThad Scaggs 

1st Vice President ñCarolee Carter  

2d Vice President ñElvie Blakely  

Corresponding Secretary ñMartha Spyri-

don 

Recording Secretary ñTherese Lynam  

AVSA  Representative ñLynne Wilson  

DAVS Representative ñPhyllis King  

Affiliate Awards Chair ñChristel Collier  

Bylaws and Policies Chair ñMary Lou 

Harden  

Parliamentarian ñBob Green 

Newsletter Editor ñPeggy Madison 

Historian ñMary Jean DiLorenzo  

Judges Chair ñJack Wilson  

Convention Handbook Chair ñCharlene 

Boses 

 

African Violet Council of Florida Convention Update      

  Mary Lou Harden, Show Chairman, and I met with representatives of the Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel.   We 

were granted an extension of our final room reservations and meal reservations to September 15.    

This gives all our members a bit more time to decide to support our council and attend this convention.   Get 

those hotel  reservations in now to receive our group rate of $85.00 for up to four people.   Call the hotel at 

(813) 223 -1351 or fax (813) 221 -2000. Mention you are with the African Violet Council of Florida.       

Please send your meal reservations in to Christel Collier , Treasurer, 1203 Greenview Drive, Lakeland, FL 33805.   

Our awards banquet choices are Chicken Marsala or   Parmesan Crusted Stuffed Tilapia for $30, and the break-

fast meeting is $15.00.   Christel is waiting for  your checks.     

 Carolee Carter  is still accepting applications for judges and clerks .  Write her at 10947 S.W.71st Circle, Ocala, 

FL 34476   or Email her at  carolee37@embarqmail.com .      

Sally Scaggs  (7377 Skylark Drive, Spring Hill, FL. 34606 (352) 398 -1679, Email sjscaggs@tampabay.rr.com)   is 

receiving the show awards.     

 Bob Green is accepting design reservations at   997 Botany Lane, Rockledge, FL 32955 or Email him at 

GJaBob@aol.com.      

Hospitality Chairmen Therese Lynam and Rita Fitzsimmoms are looking forward to greeting you in the Hospital-

ity Room.  Please bring your goodies and drinks to share with all.       

Mina Menish will be our Silent Auction Chair this year.   Bring your Silent Auction donations and your check-

books.  Let Mina know what you plan on donating.   Write to Mina Menish at 121 Brentshire Dr, Brandon, FL. 33511 

or call (813) 681 -1910.      Hope to see you soon,                             

 Lynne Wilson, Convention Chairman  

ATTENTION JUDGES!  

By Carolee Carter  

I know that we all put things on the back burner until 

a deadline is upon us.  Then we scramble to catch up!  

I know I was just hours away from making my hotel 

reservation from their deadline for the special rate and 

must thank Lynne Wilson for sending out a reminder.   

So, with that in mind, Iõm reminding you that if  would 

like to judge the upcoming show, youõll need to send 

me the judgeõs request form from the show packet or 

email me (caroleecarter37@hotmail.com).  If you email 

me, then please advise me of your experience.  I cur-

rently am capped out for three sets of clerks, and I 

have two full panels of judges.  So, I need to assemble 

one more panel of three.  First come, first served!  

Notice to the judges and clerks:  Please plan to gather 

in the Hospitality Room of the hotel on the 13th floor 

at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 3.  We will have 

some light breakfast snacks and coffee/tea.  Donõt be 

late!  Judging will begin at 9:00 a.m.  
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Thursday, October 1  

Early-bird hotel check-ins 

Friday, October 2  

Show and Sales Set-Up 

          Room Location:  Sales-Monarch; Show-Ambassador 

 Time: 7:00 a.m.  11:00 p.m. 

Designers 

 Room Location:  Ambassador 

 Time: 3:00  9:00 p.m. ( begins after niches 

installed and space has been designated )  

Entries 

 Room Location:  The Wellington 

 Time:  1:00-3:00 pm:  

Set-up by Entries Chair and Placement Committee 

3:00-9:00 pm:  Entries 

Saturday, October 3  

Designers  Touch-up 

 Room Location: Ambassador 

 Time: 7:00  8:45 a.m. 

Judging 

 8:30-9:00 a.m.: Judging Instructions 

13 Floor Hospitality Suite 

9:00  Noon: Judging 

Room Location: Ambassador 

Sales and Show 

 Room Location  Show: Ambassador 

 Time: Noon  6:00 p.m. 

 Room Location  Sales: Monarch 

 Time: 10:00 a.m.  6:00 p.m. 

Hospitality Room Open 

 Room Location:  13th Floor 

 Time: 9 a.m.  12 Noon 

  1 p.m.  4 p.m. 

AVCF Board Meeting 

 Room Location:  The Wellington 

 Time: 4:00  6:00 p.m. 

Silent Auction ( staffed by Host Committee - TAVS mem-

bers )  

       Location from Noon until 5:00 p.m.  Ambassador Foyer 

       Auction Announcement: following Awards Ceremony 

Awards Banquet 

Time: 6:00  7:00 p.m. Refreshments Waterworks 

Lounge  

 Banquet Location:  Monarch 

Dinner Registration Table:  Diners receive their tickets for 

their meal selections 

Time: 7:00  9:30 p.m.  (Dinner is followed by the 

Awards Presentation and the announcement of the Silent 

Auction winners )  

Sunday, October 4  

AVCF Breakfast and Annual Meeting 

 Room Location: Monarch 

 Time: 8:00  11:00 a.m. 

Show and Sales 

 Room Location:  Ambassador and Monarch 

 Time: 10:00 a.m.  3:00 p.m. 

Show Breakdown 

 Room Location:  Ambassador 

 Time: 3:00 p.m. 

 TAVS Host Club  and Everyone 

 

AVCF Show Timeline  
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SHOW SCHEDULE ð CHANGES 

 

Please make the following changes in your copy of the show 

schedule: 

 

Rule 17 ð Second sentence should read:  òõBest in Sectionõ shall 

be chosen from the Best in Class winners in each section.ó 

 

Move Class 77 from Section XI (Interpretive Plant Arrange-

ments) to the last class in Section X (Interpretive Flower Ar-

rangements).  Section X will then have Classes 70 through 77, 

and Section XI will have Classes 78 through 80.  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

Across the street from our hotel is the Tampa Bay Performing 

Arts Center.   This is a link to what is playing during our  

convention.  

        http://www.tbpac.org/shows/show.asp?showId=2323   

LOOKING FOR AWARDS 

The African Violet Council of Florida is holding  its annual convention 

and show at  the  Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel,111 W. Fortune Street. 

Tampa, Florida,  from  Friday through Sunday, October 2nd - 4th.   We 

rely on the generosity of of our fellow African Violet growers, clubs 

and friends to provide awards for our exhibitors.   We are requesting 

cash awards and gift items for the silent auction.   Please send what-

ever award you decide upon as soon as possible to:                                

African Violet Council of Florida c/o Sally Scaggs 7377 Skylark Drive 

Spring Hill, Florida 34606 

  Gift items can be sent to Sally or brought to the show.   Thank you   

and we hope to see you there .   

 Marilyn Reyer   Co -Chair  

http://www.tbpac.org/shows/show.asp?showId=2323


 

Mary Jane DiLorenzo  

mdlorenzo3@tampabay.rr.com  

 

Carol Schreck  

carolschreck@jverizon.net  

 Ursula Inglet  

780 Magnolia Ave.  

Holly Hill, FL 32117 -3444  

Lauretta McElwain  

22621 East Coast Drive  

Tavares, FL  32778  

Elaine Wiener  

2713 E. Waterview Drive  

Avon Park, FL  33825  

Email: chokoloskee@juno.com  

 

Of course, these violets 

come from the family, 

òViolaceaeó.  The African 

violet, which was not dis-

covered until the 19th cen-

tury, is a member of the 

òGesneriaceaeó family.  But 

these gesneriads are often 

used to symbolize the same 

traditions as the original 

violet, particularly friend-

ship and devotion.   

 

So when you consider ro-

mance and African violets, 

remember that they repre-

sent the faithfulness of true 

love. 

The symbolism of flowers in 

history and fable has in-

spired artists, writers, and 

musicians.   

The violet is no exception 

and has stood for friendship 

and devotion.  

 In ancient times, violets 

were usually associated 

with the rebirth of the earth 

god Attis.  The Greek 

dramatist, Aristophanes, 

referred to ancient Athens 

as the violet -crowned city 

because the name of the 

king was Ion, close to the 

Greek word òonó which 

means violet.  And Napoleon 

considered the violet as an 

emblem of his love for the 

empress Josephine.  He 

took violets from her grave 

on his exile to St. Helena.  

THE SYMBOLISM OF VIOLETS 
By Peggy Madison 

Welcome to Our New Members 
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Jillian Cain  

1612 SW 14th Street  

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312  

Phone: 954 -761 -1193  

Email: cccccccain@hotmail.com  

Pat Dupke  

18541 Kelly Road  

Spring Hill, GL  34610 -1019  

Email: pdupke@aol.com  

 

New Emails 
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By  

Edouard Manet  


