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 Hello Violet Friends, Dorothy and Toto too, 

       Our fall Convention and Show  is almost 

here! It's just a few short weeks until we meet 

again, and, hopefully the majority of us will 

come together for at least a short time through-

out the weekend.         

Our state stretches long and far , though not 

so wide, just like the yellow brick road with Af-

rican violet growers and designers in places 

from end to end and everywhere in between. I 

think we are somewhere Over The Rainbow as 

members of the Council and as such should do 

our best to gather others to join us here.  

Our journey down the yellow brick road will 

take us to Ocala this year where we will meet 

for our Annual Show.    You still have time to 

make arrangements for a trip to Ocala or Oz , 

as it may be this year. You need to hurry if you 

want to beat the Wicked Witch!  

I'm sure the Ocala Munchkins will give every-

one a hearty welcome. The added attraction of 

a silent auction this year does sound exciting 

too!  If you have something to add, let one of 

the Good Witches know as soon as possible.  

Get your reservations in for the Awards Ban-

quet and Sunday Breakfast  with our Annual 

Meeting.  We all already have the heart for the 

love of our  plants and friends, the brains to 

grow our beautiful violets, make designs and 

the courage to show them.  

The fascination with this family of plants is 

the yellow brick road into our group 

of friends. We find people often that just 

need the invitation to become a part and 

learn more about growing and designing. We 

should all make an effort to encourage oth-

ers to join us, and visit our show and sales 

room.         

 We may not be looking for a heart, brains or 

courage, but I'm sure we'll be hoping the Wiz-

ard(s) can give us many blue ribbons and 

rosettes. There will be some that will re-

ceive the most prized rosettes as the Wiz-

ard(s) see fit, so get those plants groomed 

and designs created!  

See you all in Oz!  

Thad  

Photo from Library of Congress  
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               Calling All Judges  

             and Clerks!  

              To date we have seven members  

           volunteering to clerk and five members 

to judge.   Judges please contact me  

and request to judge in Ocala . Thank you  

Lynne Wilson,  

Judges Chairman  

645 Hudson Avenue  

   Tampa, Florida 33606 - 3926 

         (813) 251 - 1581  

      tpalynne @tampabay.rr.com  

Be Recognized at the Show in   

                      Ocala!  

   It's wonderful to be recognized, not 

only as the winner of an award, but 

also as the giver of an award. Even if 

you don't enter a plant or design, you 

can still be recognized as the donor of 

an award at the show. How exciting it 

would be to hear everyone's name an-

nounced at the Awards Banquet!  

 

Please consider donating generously 

for this wonderful first -time venture 

in Ocala. If you want to designate that 

your donation should be used for a 

specific award, please specify that on 

the form when you send your dona-

tion to one of our awards co-chairs. 

You may also donate your 

award in honor of someone or 

in memory of someone. The 

awards donation form is at-

tached to this newsletter. Thank 

you in advance for your 

 generosity! 

 

 

Mary Helen Maran  

2655 Winding Wood Drive  

Clearwater, FL  33761-3740 

 

Phyllis King  

11752 111th Terrace 

Seminole, FL  333778-3604 

 

SCHEDULE CORRECTION  

The following rule was inadvertently 

omitted from the Show Schedule.   

Please add Rule 6 to the Design Divi-

sion rules:   

ò 6.   A novice (designer) is an indi-

vidual who has not been awarded a 

blue ribbon in the design division 

of an AVSA show.   Novices may also 

enter Class 74 (underwater design), 

in addition to the designated novice 

classes."  

Mary Lou Harden  

 

Deadline for Articles for the Next Issue:  

November 20  
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                             By Carolee Carter  

 

Weõre counting down the days!  Weõre minutes away from seeing old friends and enter-

ing all those plants we have been nurturing all year.  Have you made your checklist of 

things to do?  

 

Besides your plants, luggage and perhaps your spouse, here are a few other things you 

donõt want to forget! 

 

How about your hotel reservations ?  The deadline to receive the group price of $109 

for single/double is September 12.  Call 877 -602 -4023.  Iõm waiting to get a hotel 

printout of our reservations to ensure we have fulfilled our contract, so letõs get a hus-

tle on!  

What about your awards dinner banquet and the annual meeting breakfast ?  Christel 

Collier is ready to accept your checks.  Dinner is $35 per person and breakfast is $17 

per person.  Both prices include tax and tip.  Send in your reservation with your meal 

selection checked to Christel at 1203 Greenview Drive, Lakeland FL  33805.  

Did you forget the awards?  Mary Helen Maran wants to ensure that all the deserving 

winners receive a reward for their efforts.  Send your donation to her at 2655 Winding 

Wood Drive, Clearwater, FL, 33761 -3740.   

What about judging or clerking ?  Did you miss that reservation form?  Lynne Wilson 

wants to include your name on the list if youõre so inclined and are a judge, or wish to 

clerk.   

And, have you been so busy with your plants that you have forgotten to make your de-

sign reservation ?  Check out the design possibilities and send in your reservation to Bob 

Green by September 21.  E -mail him at GJabob@aol.com, or mail it to 997 Botany Lane, 

Rockledge FL, 32955 -3913. 

Last, have you spotted that item that would be perfect in the Silent Auction?  Be sure 

and put it on your list to pack in the car.  And, if you have an opportunity, let me know 

what it is so we can prepare.  Email me at caroleecarter37@hotmail.com or give me a 

call at 352 -237 -3308.  
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PLANT SALES  

Diane Heras, Plant Sales Chair 

(813/973 -8611)  

NOTE NEW SALES PROCEDURE:  We 

will NOT be using the plastic plant 

stakes with cards as we have in the 

past.  All sales plants should be prop-

erly labeled with 4 -inch plastic tags 

which you must provide.  The price 

should be clearly marked at the top of 

the tag and your sales number marked 

near the end of the tag which goes into 

the soil.  The plastic tags will be re-

turned to members at the Spring 

Council meeting.  The 4 -inch plastic 

tags can be purchased at many plant 

nurseries, Wal -Mart, Loweõs and 

Wormõs Way. 

Be sure to read the rules in the Show 

Schedule titled PLANT SALES TABLE.  

I would like to emphasize the following.  

You must be a Council member in or-

der to sell plants; have at least 5 en-

tries in the show (either Horticulture 

or Design or a combination); work a 

minimum of 4 hours at the sales table.  

You may choose to work 2 hours Sat-

urday and 2 hours Sunday.  If you are 

unable to work one of your shifts, you 

must arrange for another member to 

substitute for you.  

Call me to obtain your sales number 

which you will use on all of your plant 

tags.  

Here are a few reminders:   

Please bring only beautiful, blooming 

sales plants.  If you bring plants that 

are not blooming, you should provide a 

picture and plant description with 

each variety, or bring a big blooming 

plant marked NOT FOR SALE along 

with babies of the plant.  

Plants should be appropriately potted.  

They should not be freshly pot-

ted/repotted, and they should not 

need to be repotted immediately.  They 

should be ready for people to take 

home and enjoy for several weeks be-

fore needing to be repotted.  

No plants without roots, only well es-

tablished plants.  

No diseased or questionable -looking 

plants.  

 

Have You Reserved Your Design Yet?  

 

We need people to create those artistic and lovely interpretive plant, interpretive 

flower, and container garden designs at our show in Ocala.   Bob Green has 

picked so many elements from òThe Wizard of Ozõ to tempt your talents, from the 

flying monkeys to the Emerald City.  The deadline for reservations is fast ap-

proaching so contact Bob with your selection from the schedule 

by email: gjbob@aol.com  

Or phone: (321) 631 -1106  

Or write:  

Bob Green  

997 Botany Lane, Rockledge, FL 32955 -3913  
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Streptocarpus Addiction  

By Peggy Madison 

When I first saw these cousins of the African 

violet, their graceful lines and lovely flowers won 

me over.  Then I tried to grow them.  For a while, 

they were fine, but eventually the dreaded òleaf 

flopó occurred, as the foliage changed from full, 

erect carriage to lifeless, limpy shreds.   

Being stubborn, I kept trying, and began reading 

all I could on the òCape Primroseó plants, as they 

are commonly known.  It seems streps want a 

cooler environment than the violet.  As my house 

was cooled by an old, inefficient system, coolness 

was not something attained most of the time.  The 

addition of a new central air conditioner made a 

lot of difference.  And, in the winter months in 

Florida, the streps flourished and bloomed.  

Watering was a challenge.  I would get the leaf 

flop with too little water, and with a lot of water.  

In the first case, adding water would solve the 

problem.  In the second, recovery was a lot 

harder.  Drying the soil out helped ñsometimes.  

But often the patient did not recover.  Streps 

hate being overwatered and getting òwet feetó.  I 

soon found that a light, porous soilless mix was 

essentialñwater must not sit in the mixture.  Too 

big a pot will also aggravate the wetness problem.  

Many times I saved a swooning strep by removing 

the floppy leaves and repotting the plant into a 

much smaller pot.  

In the end, I used the capillary mat method of 

watering for all my streps.  Seems to work the 

best, and gives them all that extra humidity.  

I found that the constant feed fertilizer that you 

put in the potting mixture when repotting gave my 

streps what they needed.  Sometimes I will water 

with fertilized water (1/4 tsp per gallon of the 

standard African violet fertilizers) if the plants 

seem to need more.  

You can propagate streps by dividing 

plants.  However, my favorite way is to 

take a medium-sized, healthy leaf; cut 

the vein in the middle out, and root the 

two halves (with the side that was near-

est the vein down) in a plastic container 

with a layer of vermiculite/perlite.  The 

front side of the leaf halves should face 

the light, with the edge firmly down in 

the potting mix.  Then I close the lid and 

wait for the baby plants to come up along 

the vein edge.  

Standard grooming procedures are used, 

old leaves that have a yellowish look 

should be removed along with any dried 

material near the plant center.  One ex-

ception; you can trim brown areas at the 

tip of the leaves with scissors, following  

the shape of the leaves.  

�6�W�U�H�S�W�R�F�D�U�S�X�V���´�-�D�V�R�Q�µ 

Baby Streps  


