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AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA 

Affiliated with AVSAðJanuary 1978 

 Dear Violet Friends,  

I must say our newest affiliate, the African 

Violet Club of Ocala  has shown us their tal-

ents!  Not only can they sponsor and create a 

truly beautiful Convention,, but Best in Show 

and Best in Design were won by two of their 

members!  They definitely deserve a very big 

hand for all of their hard work and dedication.   

Of course our thanks also go to Convention 

Chair Carolee Carter, Show Chair Mary 

Lou Harden and Show Co -Chair Laura 

Perdomo!  Another big thank you to the many 

that helped produce such a fantastic show and 

the participants who brought all of 

their wonderful entries.   

Our Council certainly benefited from it finan-

cially as well,; it seems there was a "Pot of 

Gold" waiting "Over the Rainbow" from the 

looks of our treasurer's report!    The Ocala 

newspaper had a wonderful article, and with it 

and all of the previous advertising, we had a 

tremendous public turnout.   

It was very encouraging to see all of the smiling 

faces enjoying the beautiful show and leaving 

the overflowing sales room with boxes full of 

plants!   

A special thank you to those who brought 

plants for sale, especially Diane Heras for 

her many , many beautiful African violets.  It 

almost seemed like there was a never ending 

supply to replenish the sales tables!   

The silent auction was a wonderful success 

as well, something we should keep in mind for 

our future shows.  

  Our spring luncheon is set for May 2nd at 

Troyer's Dutch Heritage Restaurant  in 

Sarasota, more information to follow.  I hope 

to bring you information on next fall's con-

vention & show soon too. 

  I believe most of us are getting our plants 

and ourselves in gear for our spring shows.  

The change in our weather certainly brings a 

positive shift in my plants I hope it does the 

same for everyone else's.   

 I hope everyone is doing well and looking 

forward to Happy Holidays with your fami-

lies.  This has been a trying year for many, if 

not all of us, in one way or another.  Here's 

to better times to come for all of us.  

   Blooming plants are Mother Nature's 

smile.  

Thad  

AVCF 2009 Best in Show  

Milky Way Trail  

Won by Pam Lund  
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African Violet Council of Florida  

Fall Membership Meeting  

October 5, 2008  

President Thad Scaggs called the meeting to 

order at 8:45 a.m.  

 The Minutes of the Spring 2008 meeting 

were approved as printed in The Florida Con-

nection.  

 

 Shirley Kilpatrick furnished plant center-

pieces for each table.  She told about the 

plant, Seemannia Sylvatica, and provided 

instructions on how to  grow the plant.  The 

growing instructions will be included in the 

next issue of The Florida Connection.  

 

 Christel Collier, Treasurer, stated that her 

report will be printed in the upcoming issue 

of The Florida Connection.  

 

 Martha Spyridon, corresponding secretary, 

reported that she  has purchased internet 

greeting cards (Jackie Lawson cards) and 

has been sending email cards,   unless some-

one doesnôt have an email address. This has 

been saving money (cards & stamps).  

 

 The chair recognized Prentice Collier who 

was celebrating his 80th birthday.  

 

 Thad Scaggs stated that the raffle commit-

tee for Spring luncheon  is taken care of.  He 

stated that Spring Hill is too far for South 

Florida clubs for a one day trip and that Mary 

Lou Harden will look into a meeting place in 

the Tampa area.  

  

Fall 2009 -  Jack Wilson will look into the De-

land -Winter Park area for possible conven-

tion location, and Thad Scaggs will look into 

Spring Hill area.  If members have any sug-

gestions, they should contact Thad.  

  

Dixie 2011   -   Jack Wilson moved that the 

Council  sponsor the Dixie Convention in 

2011 Convention at the Ocala Hilton.  Motion 

was seconded by Bob Green.  Motion passed.  

 Carolee Carter stated that the Silent Auction 

will be closing at noon.  She requested that 

Convention Show Reports be completed and 

sent back so adjustments can be made to 

the Convention Manual.  

  

Lynne Wilson ï reported that AVSA is up and 

running. Second edition of Calendar (2009) 

is available at $10.00 each, including ship-

ping and handling. The more you buy, the 

more of a discount you will receive.  

  

Jack Wilson ï stated that Student Judges 

who received blue ribbons at the Convention 

need to send their information to Bill Foster.  

  

Jack stated that the 2009 AVSA Convention 

will be in Reno, NV, and the  2010 Conven-

tion will be in Raleigh, NC.  He asked that 

the Council consider sponsoring an AVSA 

convention in Florida in 2012 or 2013.   Bob 

Green reminded us that when it was held in 

Orlando it was great.   We need to check with 

AVSA for the exact dates it would be held in 

2012 or 2013.  

  

Jean Marie Ross has the Exhibitor sheets -  

please get your sheets.  

  

Peggy Waibel did a wonderful job with the 

Hospitality Room which will be open from 10 

ï 2 today.  

  

Carolee Carter announced that public atten-

dance at the show and sales was excellent.  

  

Sales Chairman Diane Heras stated that she 

made over $5,000 on plant sales Saturday.  

  

The meeting adjourned at 9:14 a.m  

Therese Lynam  

Recording Secretary  
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AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA  

Minutes of the Board Meeting  

October 4th, 2008  

The meeting was called to order by President Thad 

Scaggs at 4:30 pm. 

 Present: Thad Scaggs, Carolee Carter, Elvie Blakely, 

Therese Lynam, Martha Spyridon, Christel Collier, 

Shirley Berger, Mary Lou Harden, Jack Wilson  

 

 TREASURER, Christel Collier ð The Treasurerõs report 

will be in the next newsletter, and will include expenses 

and income from the 2008 Convention.   The Treasurer 

reported we have fulfilled our hotel contract with num-

bers for meals and rooms.  

 Elvie Blakely, 2nd Vice President, reported that Year-

books are printed and will be handed out at banquet. 

There are 96 members, including honorary; 16 affiliates 

and 2 organizations. Last year there were 14 affiliates 

and 88 members.  Any corrections should be emailed to 

Elvie. Yearbooks have a certificate for next yearõs mem-

bership.    Form should have a òreferraló for new mem-

bers. Thad Scaggs has offered $25.00 for the club with 

the  most members in Council (percentage wise).   

 

 Corresponding Secretary Martha Spyridon  ð Reported 

that she has purchased internet greeting cards (Jackie 

Lawson cards) and has been sending email cards,   unless 

someone doesnõt have an email address. This has been 

saving money (cards & stamps)  

Therese Lynam - Suggested that the Council publish a 

list of people who will do  programs for other clubs:  pro-

gram titles, how far they will  travel, etc.   Thad & 

Therese will follow up and start list.  

 

 AVSA   - Shirley Berger reported that AVSA is accept-

ing contributions for the website.  Jack Wilson expressed 

concern that we are buying more software than  we need. 

He will be checking into this. Christel Collier stated that 

the computer equipment needs to be upgraded. She sug-

gested that we postpone making a contribution to the 

Spring meeting.  There being no objection, this matter 

was postponed to the Spring meeting.  

 The 2009 AVSA Convention will be held in Reno, NV, 

April 12, 2009 .  In 2010 it will be held in   Raleigh, NC.  

 

 DIXIE    - The 2009 Dixie Convention will be held at the 

Chatanooga Choo Choo Holiday Inn May 13 - 16. The 

Convention is being held at a later date because every-

thing was booked in March & April.  

 

 Newsletter Editor Peggy Madison reported that the 

Newsletter is sent to most members by email but 34 are 

sent regular mail.  

  

Mary Lou Harden, 2008 Show Chairman, reported there 

were 251 entries in the show, 211 in horticulture and 40 

in design.  

 

 Carolee Carter - Convention Chairman - redid forms for 

handbook. It was stated that the Handbook is a guide 

and not a bible. Reports should be presented  first to 

Show Chairman within two weeks of the Show and then 

passed to Convention Chairman. For future shows, the 

show schedule should be sent to both the Show Chair-

man and Convention Chairman before it is sent to AVSA 

for approval, mostly for timing issues.  

 Carolee Carter moved that the Schedule Chair page of 

the AVCF Convention Manual, Item #7, be stated to say 

òforward a completed Show Schedule to the Show and 

Convention Chairsó. Seconded by Martha Spyridon. Mo-

tion carried.  

 

 RAFFLE   - Thad Scaggs has two people who will get 

items for raffle for Spring meeting and they will sell 

tickets.  

 2009 Spring Meeting - Thad has place in Spring Hill 

that could serve a cold plate for $12.95.   Boston Cooker 

has a private room - 40 people - 4 hours - $300.00.  Other 

suggestions; Kissimmee, Sarasota, Tampa.   Mary Lou 

Harden will check for meeting space in the Tampa area.  

 

 CONVENTION 2009 ð Deland and Winter Park were 

mentioned as possibilities.  Jack Wilson will check on 

these areas.  

 

 DIXIE  2011 - Bob Green announced that he will be 

President of Dixie in 2011 and suggested that AVCF 

consider sponsoring the convention at the Hilton Ocala.  

It was agreed that this should be brought up at General 

Meeting.  

 

 Jack Wilson asked that the Council consider sponsoring 

an AVSA Convention in Florida   in 2012, 2013 or 2014.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m. (?)   

Therese Lynam, Recording Secretary  
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AVCF 2008 Officers and Standing  

Committee Chairs  

President ñThad Scaggs 

1st Vice President ñCarolee Carter  

2d Vice President ñElvie Blakely  

Corresponding Secretary ñMartha Spyridon  

Recording Secretary ñTherese Lynam  

AVSA  Representative ñPhyllis King  

DAVS Representative ñPhyllis King  

Affiliate Awards Chair ñChristel Collier  

Bylaws and Policies Chair ñMary Lou Harden  

Parliamentarian ñBob Green 

Newsletter Editor ñPeggy Madison 

Historian ñMary Jean DiLorenzo  

Judges Chair ñJack8 Wilson  

Convention Handbook Chair ñCharlene Boses 

TREASURERõS REPORT ON 2009 SHOW 

Submitted by Christel Collier  

 

 Show Expenses:  

40 skirted hotel tables for 2 days @ $257.73/day é.515.46 

Postage for show schedules ééééééééé ....   50.00 

Postage for advertising and Micséééééééé  .34.44 

AVSA Show packetééééééééééééé      .10.00 

Show Awards ééééééééééééééé      100.00 

Entertainment éééééééééééééé       125.00 

Showplants sale suppliesééééééééééé.  .17.43 

Award Ribbons éééééééééééééé..     144.28 

Vases for table centerpieceséééééééééé..  40.50 

Misc. copying ééééééééééééééé         17.25 

Table decorations éééééééééééé..é        6.54 

Education and table ribbons éééééééééé 177.72 

Plants for table favors ééééééééééé. é   .54.00 

Focal Point ééééééééééééé .éé. é      81.94 

Hospitality éééééééééééééé .éé      ..53.14 

Show Entry Tags éééééééééééé ..    é.  26.25 

Paper and Ink for Entriesééééééééééé    24.88 

Total éééééééééééééééééé     .1,488.83 

 

 

Profit to AVCF:  

Plant Sale ééé.  $1,793.27 

Silent Auction é..       390.00 

Donation Box é...         63.00 

Misc. Donations é      668.90 

____________________________ 

Total Profit ééé $2,915.17 

Expenses ééé.. -$1,488.83 

Net Profit ééé. $1,426.34 

 

Treasureõs Notes: 

Thanks to the outstanding participation of so many AVCF 

members in every facet of the show, we were not only able to 

pay for the show but also have a much needed boost to our 

treasury.  A special Thank You goes to Diane Heras for her 

hard work providing an abundance of quality plants and sup-

plies to the sales room. The profit to AVCF from Dianeõs sales 

alone was $1,211.13. 

Greetings Violet Council members!  

 

Thank you so much for all of your help 

and support at the recent Ocala show.  

Because the event was such a wonder-

ful success, we will continue, with 

your support, to raise plants exclu-

sively for Violet club sales and club 

projects.   

Unlike your average greenhouses, we 

raise our violets with the upmost care, 

making sure they are beautifully 

groomed and well keptéready for 

show!  

We will be taking violet reservations 

for all of your club events. We also 

carry some supplies throughout the 

year, so let us know what you need.  

 Contact Melissa or Diane at 813 - 973 -

8611 or sales@dandypot.com.  

 

See you all in the Spring!  

Diane Heras  
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African Violet Council of Florida  

2009 Show, Over the Rainbow  

October3 -5, 2009  

Ocala Hilton Hotel, Ocala, Florida  

BEST IN SHOW, BEST TRAILER  

Milky Way Trail  

Won by Pam Lund  

2D BEST IN SHOW, BEST STANDARD  

Optimara Annabelle  

Won by Christel Collier  

BEST MINIATURE  

�5�R�E�·�V���7�Z�L�Q�N�O�H���%�O�X�H 

Won by Martha Spyridon  

BEST IN DESIGN  

�´�+�D�X�Q�W�H�G���)�R�U�H�V�W�µ 

Won by Carolee Carter  

BEST GESNERIAD  

�*�H�V�Q�H�U�L�D���¶�$�N�R�·�V���&�D�U�G�L�Q�D�O���)�O�L�J�K�W�· 

Won by Jo Anne Martinez  

Best AVSA Collection -Standard  

Hoot -n-Toot, Suncoast Lavender Silk, 

Barkhatnaia Fantaziia.   

Won by  

Christel Collier  

 

Best AVSA Collection -Mini or Semi  

Robõs Penny Ante, Robõs Twinkle Blue, 

Shirlõs Hawaiian Lei.   

Won by Martha Spyridon  

 

2nd Best AVSA Collection -Mini or Semi  

Blue Silhouette, Cool Blue, Nessõ 

Crinkle Blue  

Won by Phyllis King  

Best Fantasy ð Robõs Calypso Beat, won 

by Martha Spyridon  

 

Best Species-Saintpaulia rupicola, won 

by Richard Gray  

(Continued on Page 6)  
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