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 Hello everyone!  I think those of us 

who attended the 2011 AVCF Convention and 

Show had a wonderful time greeting old 

friends and making new ones.  I was so pleased 

to see a van load of nine members of the Car-

ibbean Basin African Violet and Gesneriad So-

ciety arrive!  I personally was happy to finally 

meet their president Rafael Toledo at our 

Board meeting.   

The show itself was simply beautiful 

with a stunning focal point created by Kelly 

Ates, Mary Jane DiLorenzo and Eryth Hender-

shot.  The judges gave them a special award 

for their effort.  Pamela Morgan (Lund) also 

created a very informative education exhibit 

that also secured a special award.  

The sales room was a great event with 

Laura Perdomo and Husband Frank at the helm 

and mom Marge Hendon ôs capable helping 

hands bringing up the rear!  Sales were brisk, 

and everyone seemed pleased with the selec-

tions offered.   

Upper Pinellas did a fab job with their 

well-stocked hospitality room that Glen Shel-

ton and Dottie Desario organized.  The plants 

that both Upper Pinellas and the Tampa Bay 

Gesneriad Society were a generous addition 

for our table decorations.  Thank you!  

Martha Spyridon and Lynn DiMaio pulled 

off a spectacular array of items for our Silent 

Auction.  Some great buys were made.  And 

last, thanks to the efforts of Convention Chair 

Phyllis King (with the help of Mary Helen Ma-

ran) and Show Co-Chairs JoAnne Martinez and 

Mary Lou Harden, the show was an unmitigat-

ed success.  All in all ð great job by everyone 

who had a hand in making the show a success. 

 

We have set a date and location for our 

Spring Meeting .  So, mark your calendars for 

Saturday, March 31, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at 

Homerõs Original Smorgasbord in Sebring.  

Please see the show flyer enclosed in this edi-

tion of the Connection.  While you have until 

March 24 th  to make your reservations, itõs 

never too early because we have a tendency to 

FORGET!  =)  We are in the process of con-

firming our program and guest speaker, but we 

promise it will be well worth your attendance!  

Another reminder for the event will be in the 

January -March Connection, but the deadline 

will be well upon us by that time.  So tear out 

the page and put it in your bring -up file!  

Last, one more reminder to please re-

new your AVCF membership as soon as possi-

ble.  Youõll find the membership renewal form 

in this edition of the Connection.  Even if you 

are a lifetime member, it helps us to recon-

firm all of your contact information.   Addi-

tionally, IF YOU CHANGE YOUR EMAIL OR 

SNAIL MAIL ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER 

DURING THE YEAR, PLEASE LET EDITOR 

PEGGY MADISON KNOW!  This is very im-

portant, especially for Peggy, who spends a lot 

of time trying to track down contact infor-

mation that has changed without word.   

My very best to you and your family for 

a healthy, safe and joyous Holiday Season and 

New Year.            

Carolee 

     

     

 

  2-4 

GLENN SHELTON WITH  

BEST IN SHOW   

òJOLLY DEARó 
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DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 

FEBRUARY 20 

 

There were eight Clubs represented with a total of 

twenty -nine members.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Carol-

ee Carter.  

Mary Lou Harden gave the Invocation.  

The Minutes of the March, 2011 meeting were print-

ed in The Florida Connection. Alan Mink made mo-

tion that minutes are approved as printed; seconded 

by Bob Green. Motion was passed.  

First Vice President - There was no report.  

Second Vice President - Elvie Blakely - There are 

several Club Presidents who are not members of 

AVCF.  Elvie has yearbooks for Club Presidents and 

those without email addresses.  Other members will 

retrieve the information on the website.  

Corresponding Secretary Martha Spyridon has 

sent sympathy and get well cards as needed.  

Recording Secretary Therese Lynam had nothing 

to report.  

Treasurer  Christel Collier will submit her report for 

publication in the next newsletter.  

By -Laws Chair Mary Lou Harden had nothing to 

report.  

Historian Mary Jane DiLorenzo - There was no re-

port.  

Florida Connection Editor , Peggy Madison re-

quests that any changes (address or email) be sent to 

her.  

Parliamentarian  - Bob Green had nothing to report.  

Webmaster, Linda Schwambach sent her report stat-

ing that we have had many hits with a fourteen per-

cent increase since last year.  When you renew your 

membership, you will receive a new password.  

AVSA  - Lynne Wilson - there is a new Judges Hand-

book available.  The 2012 Convention will be in De-

troit June 3 -10. 

DIXIE  - Bob Green - Convention will be in Myrtle 

Beach, April 18 - 21, 2012.  Hosted by the Palmetta 

African Violet Society. The theme is òViolets By The 

Sea.ó  Lynne Wilson wrote the design section.  Bob 

thanked Peggy Madison for all of the information 

that she obtains for The Florida Connection.  

Affiliate Awards - Christel Collier reminded every-

one about the Second Best in Show award.  The Affili-

ate needs to request this award from Christel.  

 

Raffle - Bring items for the raffle to the Spring Meet-

ing.  

Convention Manual - is usually updated based on 

the Show Committee Chairs reports.  

Unfinished Business - nothing  

Nominating Committee - The President has appoint-

ed Thad Scaggs, Chairman and Shirley Berger.  The 

nominations from the floor are Glen Shelton, Mary Lou 

Harden and Laura Perdomo.  Bob Green moved to ap-

prove the Committee and Alan Mink seconded the mo-

tion.  Motion was passed.  

2012 Spring Meeting .  Shirley Berger will be check-

ing with Homerõs in Sebring and the tentative date is 

March 31, 2012.  

Convention for 2012 - We were approached to com-

bine the Tampa Bay Gesneriad Society with the Coun-

cil Show.  We are looking at a location in the Orlando 

area.  Mary Lou Harden suggested that both organiza-

tions share the work load, meal and room count, plant 

sales, etc.   She also suggested that TBGS has a repre-

sentative to work with our representatives to finalize 

everything.  

Mary Lou Harden moved to proceed with getting all 

information; Lynn DiMaio seconded the motion.  Mo-

tion was passed.  Elvie Blakely will proceed and get 

back to Carolee Carter.  

Thank you Upper Pinellas African Violet Society for 

providing the Centerpieces.  Phyllis King thanked 

Mary Helen Moran for assisting her in all the work to 

accomplish everything for the Show.  

Silent Auction is concluding at the end of this meeting.  

Martha Sprydon moved to adjourn the meeting and 

Jackie Green seconded the motion.  Motion was passed  

Submitted by:  

 

Therese J. Lynam  

 

 

AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA  

Minutes of the Meeting ð October 2, 2011 
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President, Carolee Carter called the meeting to order 

at 4:05 PM.  

 

Present: Carolee Carter, Elvie Blakely, Christel Collier, 

Bob Green, Mary Lou Harden, Therese Lynam, Peggy 

Madison, Thad Scaggs, Martha Spyridon and Lynne 

Wilson.  

 

There were no changes to the October 2, 2010 

Minutes that were printed in The Florida Connection. 

The Minutes were approved as printed.  

 

First Vice President , Thad Scaggs is looking for a 

program for the Spring meeting.  

 

Membership Chairman , Elvie Blakely, would like to 

encourage Affiliates to offer at least one membership 

to AVSA and/or Council each year. The Directories 

will be handed out to Officers and those who do not 

have email.  The Directory information will be on the 

website for all other members.  

 

Membership process is kept current between Elvie 

Blakely, Christel Collier and Linda Schwambach.  Elvie 

mentioned that there are many newsletters being 

sent to people who are no longer members.  Elvie 

will send an updated list of members to Peggy Madi-

son.  

 

A renewal form will be in the newsletter.  If a mem-

ber hasnõt renewed, notices are sent out in February 

and then again in March. The final notice will state 

that òwe will miss youó rather than òyou will no long-

er be a member.ó 

 

Lynne Wilson moved that Bob Green 

write an article about Alice Droege. Bob Green stated 

that he already has written it and will send it to Peggy 

Madison for The Florida Connection.  Lynne withdrew 

her motion.  

 

Corresponding Secretary -  Martha Spyridon has sent 

appropriate cards during the past year.   

 

Recording Secretary -  Therese Lynam, has nothing to 

report.  

 

Treasurer  -  Christel Collier, information will be in the 

next Florida Connection.  

 

By- Laws -  Mary Lou Harden has nothing to report.  

 

Historian  -  no report  

 

Judges -  no report  

 

Newsletter  -  Peggy Madison -  will check the current 

member list with the one she has.  

 

Parliamentarian  -  Bob Green -  do we have a quorum?  

Yes, we do.  

 

Webmaster  -  Linda Schwambach -  Over 8,360 hits, a 

fourteen percent increase.  Everything is running 

smoothly.  

 

Publicity  - Lynne Wilson -  Lynne Wilson, Mina Menish 

and Mary Helen Maran did local publicity and sent out 

AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING ñ OCTOBER 1, 2011  



Page 4 Florida Connection 

postcards.   

 

AVSA -  There are new Judges Handbooks.  Elvie 

Blakely would like to know if there is a discount if 

multiple handbooks are ordered as her Club has a 

few members who are interested in taking the 

next Judges school.  The AVSA calendars are due 

in time for Christmas presents.  

 

DIXIE -  Bob Green -  2012 Dixie Convention will be 

in Myrtle Beach (April 18 -  21).  Lynne Wilson 

wrote the design schedule this year.  

 

AVSA Convention for 2014 -  The decision will be 

tabled until further information is received as to 

what our responsibilities would be.  Carolee Carter 

will contact Linda Hall for this information.  

 

Affiliate Awards -  Christel Collier -  A picture of 

African Violets is given for Second Best in Show if 

an Affiliate requests it.  

 

Convention Manual -  The Show Chair will collect 

all the reports from the various Committees, and if 

there are any changes, they will be considered.  

 

Properties  -  Laura Perdomo will not be able to 

store some of the properties any longer, as she is 

running out of room and asked for volunteers.                       

 

By general consent, the following resolution was 

adopted:  

 RESOLVED, that the Executive Board au-

thorized Laura Perdomo to provide sales plants for 

the 2011 Show  The terms of this agreement 

would be agreed upon between the Executive 

Board and Laura Perdomo.  

 

Spring Meeting -  Shirley Berger volunteered to 

check with Homerõs Original Smorgasbord in Se-

bring. It appears that the best date would be 

March 31, 2012.  

 

Nominating Committee ð Carolee Carter has ap-

pointed Thad Scaggs as Chair and Shirley Berger is 

second appointee.  Three nominations from the 

floor will be on the agenda for the membership 

meeting the next day.  

 

Convention 2012 -  We have been approached to 

combine the annual Council Show with the annual 

Tampa Bay Gesneriad Society Show. Elvie Blakely 

will contact Linda Price and ask her to check out 

Orlando hotels that might be meet our needs.  

 

Bob Green has agreed to write the Design Sched-

ule for the 2012 Convention.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:57 PM  

 

Therese Lynam  
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African Violet Council of Florida  

Financial Report  

From Nov. 1, 2010 to Nov. 1, 2011  

$   5,255.21   Bank Balance Nov. 1, 2011  

        300.00    Editorõs Petty Cash 

     8,755.84   Certificate of Deposit  

$ 14,311.05   Total Assets  

 

Income  

$      560.00   56 memberships @ $10 

      240.00   16 Affiliate memberships @  $15  

        15.00    1 Commercial Membership  @  $15  

        19.60    Interest from the CD  

      767.92    Net Profit from  Oct. 2011 show  

      453.40    Net Profit from hosting the 2011 DAVS  Convention  

$ 2,055.92    Total Income  

 

The CD of $8,755.84 was renewed on 8 -25-2011  @ 1.25 % for 37 

months and will mature 9 -15-2014 

 

Paid Out  

    $  396.40   Florida Connection  

          50.00   Award for DAVS National Convention Show  

          50.00   Award for AVSA National Convention Show  

         100.00  Awards for AVCF  annual Convention Show  

          35.00   AVSA dues 

          20.00   DAVS dues  

          54.00   AVSA Insurance  

        187.65   Cost of 139 Harmony plants purchased for resale  

          99.50   Entry cards for DAVS and Oct. show  

          78.13   Show award ribbons  

          10.00   AVSA show packet  

          91.60   print and mail show schedule  

          17.50   print postcards for publicity  

          15.08   postage to mail post cards  

          46.06   education  

        175.13   Focal point  

          54.00   plastic table covering and ribbon  

          20.00   2 bags of soil for resale at DAVS Convention  

        136.10   supplies for resale at DAVS Convention  

          66.12   Presidentõs expenses for 2 meetings 

          89.32   Yearbooks 

 $  1,791.59  Total paid out  

African Violet Council of Florida  

2011 Show Summery  
 
   $ 3,617.20   total sales  
   -   1,965.08    paid to members  
for  their sales plants  
      1,652.12  
     -      884.20     show expenses  
  $     767.92    net  profit  
 
 
Show Expenses  
 
  $    100.00   show awards  
          72.00    2 banquet meals 
for musicians  
        175.13    Focal Point  
          46.06    Education dis-
play  
          17.05    postcards for 
publicity  
          15.08    postage for 
postcards   
          37.50    entry cards  
          78.13   show award rib-
bons  
          91.60     print/mail 
show schedule  
          10.00     AVSA awards 
ribbons  
          54.00     plastic cover-
ing and ribbon for tables  
        187.65     purchase of 139 
Harmony plants for resale  
        884.20    Total expenses  
 
 Note:  
 $ 767.92 net profit includes:  
 $ 343.0 from Silent Auction,   
25% of membersõ sales 
Sale of Harmony plants  
Sales of supplies, leaves, soil, 
and fertilizer  

books, and jewelry.  All the-

se items are available from 

AVSA.  Either order from the 

website or if you do not have 

a computer call the office 

and order directly.  

     Our AVSA website will 

soon be up and running with 

thanks to Winston Goretsky, 

2
nd

 AVSA Vice - President and 

James Rubottom, AVSA Internet 

Committee Chair (and one of 

the original founders of the 

Tampa African Violet Socie-

ty). Iõve been given the op-

portunity to check out the 

AVSA 

     Be sure to save some of 

that holiday cash for the 

next AVSA/AVSA conventionõ 

June 3 - 10, 2012.  Our hotel 

location provides us with 

easy access to the Detroit 

People Mover which is availa-

ble seven days a week.  What 

an opportunity to see more of 

Detroit!  

     Speaking again of holi-

day cash, consider shopping 

for your AVSA friends by 

gifting calendars, DVDõs, 

new web site, and it is won-

derfuléuser friendlyéand we 

will be able to access both 

general and members - only 

sites.  

     In the last AVM, our of-

fice manager, Jenny Dauge-

reau, wrote that the office 

needs donations for a new 

server for the membership 

program and a new refrigera-

tor.  Good news, Amy now has 

a new computer, so take that 

one off the wish list.  

     Hopes for a wonderful 

holiday and a Happy New Year.  

Lynne  
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2011 African Violet Council of Florida Show Awards  

 

Best in Show/Horticulture: Jolly Dear (Glen Shelton)  

2nd Best in Show/Horticulture:  Lucien Croteau (Phyllis King)  

3rd Best in Show/Horticulture: Robõs Jitterbug (Phyllis King) 

Best AVSA Collection/Standard: Lucien Croteau, Lyonõs Lavender Magic, Victorian Parasol (Phyllis King) 

Best AVSA Collection/Mini or Semi -Mini: Nessõ Cranberry Swirl, Jolly Fire, Nessõ Crinkle Blue (Phyllis King) 

Best DAVS Collection/Mini or Semi -Mini: Jolly Jubilee, Jolly Imp, Jolly Star (Phyllis King)  

Best Standard: Lucien Croteau (Phyllis King)  

Best Miniature: Robõs Jitterbug (Phyllis King) 

Best Semiminiature: Jolly Dear (Phyllis King)  

2nd Best Semiminiature (Alice Yawger): Nessõ Cranberry Swirl (Phyllis King) 

Best Trailer: Milky Way Trail (Carolee Carter)  

Best Other Gesneriad: Gesneria celsioides (Nancy Kast)  

Best Episcia: Episcia ôThadõs Pink Diamondsõ (Mel Landry) 

Best Streptocarpus: Streptocarpus ôAlyssaõ (Phyllis King) 

Best Species (S. 5a clone grandifolia No. 299 (Phyllis King)  

Best Vintage: Fishermanõs Paradise (Mary Lou Harden) 

Best Chimera: Victorian Parasol (Phyllis King)  

Best Fantasy: Lucien Croteau (Phyllis King)  

Best Jeannetteõs: Grandmotherõs Halo (Phyllis King) 

Best Lyndon Lyon: Lyonõs Lavender Magic (Phyllis King) 

Best Optimara: Optimara Texas (Phyllis King)  

Best Buckeye: Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler (Phyllis King)  

Best Thad Scaggs Hybrid: Episcia ôThadõs Pink Diamondsõ (Mel Landry) 

 

Best in Design, Best Interpretive Plant Arrangement & Best in Section 10: òWaltzó by Bob Green 

2nd Best in Design, Best Interpretive Flower Arrangement & Best in Section 9: òSwingó by Regina Robinson 

3rd Best in Design: òNatural Garden, Best Container Garden & Best in Section 11: by Mary Lou Harden 

 

Sweepstakes in Horticulture: Phyllis King  

Sweepstakes in Design: Bob Green  

Runner Up to Design Sweepstakes: Mary Lou Harden  

Best in Classes 2, 3, 4, 5: Phyllis King  

Best in Section 5: Glen Shelton  

Best in Section 6: Carolee Carter  

Best in Section 7: Mary Lou Harden  

Best in Section 9: Nancy Kast  

 

Best in Classes 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 24, 25, 28, 29, 36, 42, 45, 46: Phyllis 

King  

Best in Classes 7, 9: Dee Davis  

Best in Class 10: Christel Collier  

Best in Show  

òJolly Dearó 

Won by Glenn Shelton  

Best Standard  

òLucien Croteauó 

Won by Phyllis King  



Best in Classes 11, 40, 48, 57, 58: Mary Lou Hard-

en 

Best in Classes 13, 34:  Carolee Carter  

Best in Classes 19, 20, 32:  Martha Spyridon  

Best in Classes 21, 43:  Mary Helen Maran  

Best in Classes 22, 31:  Glen Shelton  

Best in Classes 27, 39:  Jean Marie Ross  

Best in Class 30:  Jim Boyer  

Best in Class 44, 47:  Nancy Kast  

Best in Class 49:  Mollie Howell  

Best in Classes 50, 51, 52, 54, 55:  Bob Green  

Best in Class 53:  Regina Robinson  

Best in Class 56:  Marge Hendon  Best Miniature  

òRobõs Jitterbugó 

Won by Phyllis King  

Best in Design  

òWaltzó 

Won by Bob Green 

Best Other Gesneriad  

Gesneria Celsiodes 

Won by Nancy Kast  

Photos Courtesy of Christel 

Collier and Peggy Madison  
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AVCF 2010/2011 Officers  

 and Standing Committee Chairs  

President ñCarolee Carter  

1st Vice President ñThad Scaggs  

2d Vice President ñElvie Blakely  

Corresponding Secretary ñMartha Spyridon  

Recording Secretary ñTherese Lynam  

Treasurer ñChristel Collier  

AVSA Representative ñLynne Wilson  

DAVS Representative ñPhyllis King  

Affiliate Awards Chair ñChristel Collier  

Bylaws and Policies Chair ñ Mary Lou Harden  

Parliamentarian ñBob Green  

Newsletter Editor ñPeggy Madison  

Judges Chair ñJo Anne Martinez  

Historian ñMary Jane DiLorenzo  

Convention Handbook Chair ñCharlene Boses  

  

AVCF 2010/2011 Officers  

 and Standing Committee Chairs  

President ñCarolee Carter  

1st Vice President ñThad Scaggs  

2d Vice President ñElvie Blakely  

Corresponding Secretary ñMartha Spyridon  

Recording Secretary ñTherese Lynam  

Treasurer ñChristel Collier  

AVSA Representative ñLynne Wilson  

AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA  

Spring Meeting  

Saturday, March 31, 2012  

At  

Homerõs Original Smorgasbord 

1000 Sebring Square  

Sebring, Florida  

10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

 

Our speaker will be announced in the January -March issue  

of The Florida Connection  

 

The buffet lunch price per person  

(that includes coffee/tea/soda starting at 9:30 a.m.)  

Is $8.00, including tax (not tip) for seniors and  

$8.55, including tax (not tip) for everyone else  

 

Reservations must be made by March 24 th . 

Mail checks payable to the African Violet Council of Florida  

to our Treasurer, Christel Collier, 1203 Greenview Drive, Lakeland FL  33805 -4715 

 

Directions:  

Follow US -27 to the Sebring Parkway:  

From the South, 6.0 miles beyond the Welcome to Sebring sign  

From the North, 1.1 miles beyond the Welcome to Sebring sign  

Walgreens, Mattress Firm, Advanced Auto Parts and Eye Express are on the corner.  

At the stoplight, turn East.  Go one block to the stoplight. Turn right, and youõre there! 

DAVS Representative ñPhyllis King  

Affiliate Awards Chair ñChristel Collier  

Bylaws and Policies Chair ñ Mary Lou Hard-

en 

Parliamentarian ñBob Green  

Newsletter Editor ñPeggy Madison  

Judges Chair ñJo Anne Martinez  

Historian ñMary Jane DiLorenzo  

Convention Handbook Chair ñCarolee Carter  
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!  

Carolee Carter  

When I undertook the òjobó as Awards Chair, I immedi-

ately thought that because of our poor economy, the 

Council would not be fortunate enough to secure contri-

butions that would total more than I had raised in 2006 

when I was last Awards Chair.  But I Was Wrong!  I am 

so happy to report that we had a banner year of dona-

tions to share with our winners, and for that I am so 

very thankful to everyone who participated:   Carolee 

 

 

 

 

African Violet Club of Ocala  

African Violet Council of Florida  

Bloominõ Violets and Gesneriads  

     of Palm Beach  

Caribbean Basin African Violet  

     and Gesneriad Society  

Central Florida African Violet Society  

Fantasy African Violet Club  

First Lakeland African Violet Society  

Heart of Jacksonville African Violet Society  

River City African Violet Society  

Tampa African Violet Society  

Tampa Bay Gesneriad Society  

The Violet Patch of South Florida  

 

 

 

 

Shirley Berger  

Jim Boyer  

Carolee Carter  

Christel Collier  

Bob and Jackie Green  

Mary Lou Harden  

Marge Hendon  

Phyllis King  

Therese Lynam  

Jo Anne Martinez  

Mina Menish  

Laura Perdomo  

Jean Marie Ross  

Thad Scaggs 

Glen Shelton  

Carol Williams  

          Lynne Wilson  

Affiliate Contributions  

Individual Contributions  

�$�1�'���7�+�(���:�,�1�1�(�5�6���$�5�( 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The show is over; it was a success.  

Which plants and designs would be the big winner 

was  

anyoneõs guess. 

            Though the judges selected the very best, still 

to be admired were all the rest.                                          

And to be loudly applauded was the  

Production Team,  

which brought to fruition this supreme  

 floral dream.  

Months of planting, repotting, disbudding and groom-

ing,  

 then selecting, labeling,  

transporting and arranging.  

              All this, combined with sharing knowledge 

and helping  

other club members in collaboration,  

demonstrated the primary purpose of an organiza-

tion.  

Producing an African violet show is more than dis-

playing  

beautiful plants and getting an award.  

                       Itõs time and energy consuming, and at 

the end,  physically exhausting.  

So much so that one might ask òWill you do it again?ó 

We answer òOf course!ó 

òThe efforts involved, resulting in a lovely show and 

              strengthened friendships, are in themselves 

the reward.ó 

òWe will again persevere, 

 

BUT NOT FOR ANOTHER YEAR!ó 

 

                                                              Shirley Berger  
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