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Presidentds Letter

Hello Violet Friends, The password will change with the new year
We had another great showvith very close to so keep your membership upo -date.

aperfect score! A very big thank you goes to There will probably be a grace period, but

the Convention Chair Lynne Wilson, Show renewing in December would be best.

Chair Mary Lou Harden and the Tampa Af- I'm always happy to save money and | did
rican Violet Society for all their hard work again this year. No club or persotet us
putting it together. know they had brought at least 2 new mem-

We cannot forget the people who brought the bers in for the $25 | offered. We still need to

many exhibits, all the beautiful designs, judges, invite new growers to join and $10 is a

deal especially with a website coming. You

clerks, entries and the list goes on. Once again
already know thi§ we just need to be

Jay Sespico

we had a very nice sales room, great plants and
friendly sales people. spread the word.

Our Happy Winner
Photo Courtesy Phyllis King

The big Congratulations goes to the winner We have a date and a location set for our
Spring Luncheon/Meeting. It will be May
1, 2010 at the Holiday Inn South in Lake- Minutes of the Fall Member- 5

land, details will follow. ship Meeting

of both Best in Horticulture and Best in De-

Inside this issue:

sign, Jay Sespico! Way to go Jay!!!

Many of you know of our plans for a website,

Now we have a minute to take a breath, but 3

Minutes of the Board Meetin
just a minute. The change in weather means 9

nothing has changed except the completion

date. Unfortunately our Webmaster has been
spring shows are just around the corner.

very sick the last few weeks, but I'm sure when

Good health Il and i From Your Show Chairman 4

she gets on her feet construction will resume. ood health to all and Happy Holidays

We plan to have a "members only" area with our with your families. AVCF 2009 Show 5-6

bylaws, directory and other information we

don't want to release to the public. The web- . Treasurerds Rep| 7

Good growing,

site iswhere our Connection will be posted

quarterly, upcoming events, pictures 6hows Thad Spring Luncheon and Other 8-9
News

and the list goes onOf course our members

that receive a hard copy of everything will con- Coming Eventsfi 2010 Shows 10
and Sales

tinue to do so, we won't leave anyone out. You

will receive an announcemewthen it's ready.




Thirty -three members attended representing eight clubs.

President Thad Scaggs called the meeting to order at 9:05
a.m.

Bob Green gave the Invocation.

The Minutes of the Spring 2009 had one correction as per
Carolee Carter. Carolee stated that she did not give a copy of
the Convention Manual to Marilyn Reyer. The minutes will
stand approved with the correction as printed in The Florida
Connection.

Thad Scaggs informed members of the new website for the
Council. Itis hoped to be finished by the end of October.
Members who do not have internet access and get a hard copy
now, will continue to do so.

First Vice President - Carolee Carter asked that members
please give her suggestions as to what programs they would
like to have.

Second Vice President - given by Martha Spyridon, we have
one hundred four members.

Corresponding Secretary -Martha Spyridon, please send her
information about anyone who a card should be sent to.

Recording Secretary - Therese Lynam, nothing to report

Treasurer - Christel Collier, her report will be in The Florida
Connection.

By-Laws - Mary Lou Harden, nothing to report

Historian - Mary Jane DiLorenzo, has the albums with her
today for anyone to look at. Requests that anyone who has
pictures of previous events, please send them to her.

Judges - no report

Newsletter Editor - Peggy Madison, The Florida Connection
will be on the website. Please let her and Elvie Blakely know
when you have a change in your email and address.

Business items will be for members only. Events, pictures,
etc. will be for the general public. Deadline for the next news-
letter is November 20, 2009. Please send information about
your c¢clubds upcoming shows.
ship is paid you will be given a password to get into the web-
site. Life members will automatically get new passwords. Pay-
Pal, it will be looked into for membership dues.

The website is: www.africanvioletcouncilofflorida.org

Parliamentarian - Bob Green, nothing to report

Convention Chairman - Lynne Wilson, Hospitality room is
closed, but drinks and food has been brought to showroom.
There is a holding area for plants and items to be left until
you leave. She will inquire about Frank Reynolds at the hos-
pital. The Silent Auction is going on until 2 pm.

AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA
FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
October 4, 2009

hLynne Wilson, Chairman

AVSA - Lynne Wilson, your club contact is someone who
should look at the AVSA website to make sure that all your
information is correct. Calendars are available for clubs to
use as a fund raiser. Look in the AVSA column in The Flor-
ida Connection and there will be something about Raleigh.

Dixie - Phyllis King, Convention will be held in Athens, GA
inMarch10 -13, 2010. I f you want
judging school, you will need to be there a day early.

Theme is A Tale of Two Cities, Ancient Athens, Greece and

Modern Athens, Georgia.

If anyone would like to give a program at Dixie, please let
Bob Green know.

Affiliate Awards - Christel Collier, please let her know in
advance when you have a Show so she can get an award out
to you.

Convention Manual - Mary Helen Maran, the manual has
been updated and more will be added when reports get in
from this Convention. Carolee Carter, a PDF document will
go up on the website and when we have a show, you will be
able to get your responsibilities. It is a document in pro-
gress.

Unfinished Business - Spring luncheon and meeting - our
first choice will be the Holiday Inn in Debary and second
choice will be Homers in Sebring.

Convention 2010 - someone is checking out the Orlando
area.

New Business - Joanne Martinez, Gesneriad Research
Center has been set up at Selby Gardens. One of the things
that the research center is doing is a conservation program.
There will be a Gesneriad World Conference the third week-
end in October 2010 at Selby Gardens.

Joanne Martinez made motion that AVCF donate fifty dol-
lars, Bev Promersberger seconded. Bob Green amended
motion to be one hundred dollars. Motion carried.

Nominating Committee:

year when me mber -

Lynn DiMaio
Bob Green

your

Marge Herdon

Bev Promersberger

Approved by members.

Plants were donated by Diane Heras.
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 a.m.
Therese Lynam

Recording Secretary
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AFRICAN VIOLET COUNCIL OF FLORIDA
BOARD MEETING
October 3, 2009

The meeting was called to order by President Thad Scaggs
at 4:10 pm.

Present: Thad Scaggs, Carolee Carter, Therese Lynam,
Martha Spyridon, Christel Collier, Shirley Berger, Mary
Lou Harden, Mary Jane DiLorenzo, Peggy Madison, Bob
Green and Lynne Wilson

Minutes of the Board Meeting October 2008 will be ap-
proved as printed.

Treasurer, Christel Colier 6 The Treasurer o6s

in the next newsletter. Lynne Wilson spoke to Lisa
(Howard Johnson) and the bill has been adjusted.

Thad Skaggs has stated that the website is scheduled to be
finished October 31, 2009, therefore, The Florida Connec-
tion should be on the website. Thad would like to know if
he should contact clubs in Florida that are not members
about the website.

Corresponding Secretary Martha Spyridon 8 has sent sym-
pathy and get well cards. She needs information on Frank
Reynolds.

President needs to contact Jack Wilson by phone in re-
gards to Judging Chairman.

Membership - given by Martha Spyridon - There are sev-
enty -three dues paying members, fifteen honorary mem-
bers, fourteen affiliates and two organizations for a total
of one hundred and four. Changes of members should be
sent to both Elvie Blakely and Peggy Madison.

AVSA - Lynne Wilson - Special sale on calendars. Do we
want to buy them? No

DIXIE - Bob Green - Convention will be held in Athens,
Georgia, March 10 -1 3, 2010. Theme i s
Citiesbo,
Pat Hancock will be teaching judging school. She is a very
innovative teacher.

The Hilton in Ocala, has become very expensive. Carolee
Carter will check into it.

Bob informed us that Kermit Buns passed away on Sep-
tember 5, 2009..

Parliamentarian - Mary Lou Harden - Asked if the Presi-
dent feels as if we need appoint a Chairperson to be Web-
master.

Peggy Madison will continue to do the same thing she is
doing now and Linda will be putting it on the web and
maintaining the website. Webmaster should be updating
at least quarterly.

The President would appoint a Standing Committee called

(Ancient Greece and

Webmaster. In the By -laws we need to have a description of

the Webmasterds responsibility

of the Newsletter Editor. Newsletter will continue to be a
Standing Committee and Webmaster will become a Stand-
ing Committee.

The Yearbook (directory) will be published on the website
for members. Events, history, etc. will be for general public.

Historian - Mary Jane DiLorenzo will have the scrapbook
at the General Meeting for everyone to see.

Judges - Thad Skaggs will talk to Jack Wilson.

Show Chairman - should receive all reports from all com-

re E}igere f:haiwwiaq vwithint;vxéo weeks and then given to Mary

elen Maran, Convention Manual Chairman.

Convention Chair - Lynne Wilson - we met all requirements
and quotas.

Carolee Carter stated that in regards to the Convention
Manual, there needs to be a procedure to have the Conven-
tion Manual changed on an annual basis. Carolee will work
with Mary Helen Maran to make changes in the Manual.

Unfinished Business - Spring luncheon. Jack Wilson was
checking on DeBary, FL. Plan B - Thad will check into
Sebring, FL.

Fall Convention 2010 - Veronica Seibert researched the
hotels in Orlando and did an excellent job. Christel Collier
will check with nephew to see if there is anything available
in the Orlando area.

Silent Auction will go through Sunday.

Bob Green - Should we appoint a Convention Director as a
Special Committee? We would pay mileage for that person
to check on locations. Carolee Carter suggested a committee
of three, north, central and south. Thad will talk to Veron-
ica Seibert after Christel talks to her nephew. If she is not

5 A sf.rilgnlg,eTh%g fwiII t@lb\,tg someone from the River City club

Atahnd oneGeforrogn? aB)I'oomlno Violets.

ens-,
Website - Members will be given a password.

New Business - Nominating Committee - Lynne Wilson
and Lyn DiMaio

Executive Board - President, Vice President, Second Vice
President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer and immediate past President.

Standing Committees - Budget & Finance, By -Laws, Histo-

rian, Judges, Newsletter, Parliamentarian, Publicity, Con-

vention, Convention Chairman & Webmaster )
\l

p

Special Committees - Audit, AVSA, Dixie
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The meeting adjourned at 5:59 p.m. (dF
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Therese Lynam,

Recording Secretary

@2
-

Volume 32, Issue 4

Page3



999999099999999099999999099999999099

: AWESOME! FANTASTIC! BEST SHOW EVER! :
L 4 R )
)
: There seemsto be unanimous agreement that the 2009 Council show was more N
@ thanjust outstanding -- it was our best show ever! And what a show it )
@ was! There were over 250 exhibits, 200 in horticulture and 53 in design. Of V)
the design division, Bob Green says we had the most exhibitors and the most exhibits ever in a
¥ the design division, Bob G had th hibi dth hibi i 4
®council show. Thatdos terrific! It ds signifi?ant because all ¢
: were outstanding. :
4 4
e show receive thef ongratgationsta Ja ico
: Th h i d h e f&YSSAA atyjati J icomf :
vTampa who won the top awards in both Horticuléure (Robds Gundar
QHunchback of Notre Dame)! ltds quite an accowplishment to win
@ Number One in both divisions is phenomenal! L 4
4 4
\ 4 e

®One comment on The Judgesd Show Critique Shee®
QOEveryone wor Btelle togepdreati on of everyone was ®¢
about us. The Council continues to be a strong organization because we like each other, we
care about each other, and we work together very well.

dEveryone worked
together 9 the

<¢

cooperation of

everyone was

evident 6

¢¢ee

Thanks to all who served as chairpersons of committees and those who assisted in any way  dto
v Lynne Wilson as Convention Chair; Phyllis King and Bob Green for a great Show Schedule;
@ Christel Collier and Kelly Ates who worked tirelessly in Entries and Classification; Rita
@ Fitzsimmons for Plant Placement; Laura Perdomo i Sales; Mina Menish and Lynne Wilson for
4 Publicity and Silent Auction; Carolee Carter A Judges and Clerks; Marge Hendon for the beau-
*® tiful Focal Point; Sally Scaggs, Marilyn & Luke Reyer for Awards; Phyllis King and Mary Helen
Maranfi Show Plant Sales; Bob Greenfi Design Administrator & Reservations; and Tampa AVS
for hosting the Hospitality Room, and for handling Education and Staging. There were many
™) others who helped in various ways. . . their contributions did not go unnoticed.

: Mary Lou Harden

POPVPIPPIIPIIPVIIIIIPIVIIVIVIVIVIIIVIIVIIVIVYPIPVYYY
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AVCF 2008 Officers and Standing 2009

Committee Chairs

President i Thad Scaggs Bylaws and Policies fi Mary Lou Harden

1st Vice President fi Carolee Carter Parliamentarian 7 Bob Green

2d Vice President i Elvie Blakely Newsletter Editor i Peggy Madison
Corresponding Secretary fi Martha Spyridon Historian i Mary Jean DiLorenzo

Recording Secretary i Therese Lynam Judges Chair i Jack Wilson

Treasurer i Christel Collier Convention Handbook Chair fi Charlene Boses

AVSA Representative fi Lynne Wilson
DAVS Representative fi Phyllis King
Affiliate Awards Chair i Christel Collier
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African Violet Council of Florida

2009 Show
October 2 -4

Tampa, Florida

BEST IN SHOW AND BEST TRAILER

0ROBOS GUNDAROOO
Won by Jay Sesico

2d Best AVSA Collection Best Species

Standard S. 5b clone grotei Silvert
BEST MINIATURE AND BEST LYONS ]
SORANO Natchurly Nawlins, Apache Won by Nancy Kast
Blanket, Kiwi Dazzler
OPERSI AN LULLABY Best Buckeye
Won by Lucas Reyer
Won by Christel Collier

Buckeye Seductress
Best AVSA Collection

Won by Nancy Kast

Best Optimara/Rhapsodie
Jolly Fire

! ROba,SOpﬁhﬁa%E\}er?)raise
Socks, Robds Antigue Rose

. Won by Shirley Berger
Won by Jay Sespico

Mini and Semimini

2d Best AVSA Collection

Mini and Semimini

Jolly Texan, Nessd Crinkle
Blue, Lyonds Wi ne Drops
Won by Phyllis King
Best Vintage
Wrangl erds Dixie Celebration
Won by Nancy Kast

Best Fantasy
Robds Argyle Socks

Won by Jay Sespico
BEST IN DESIGN

BEST SEMIMINIATURE
OHUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME 0JOLLY MAGI Co

Won by Martha Spyridon

Won by Jay Sespico
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